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To the Right Reverend Father in 
God, WaLTER Lord Biſhop of 
Worceſter and Dean of his Ma- 


jeſtic's Chappel, &c. 


My Lord, 

I'S well known to every 
man that hath the leaſt Ac- 
quaintance with our late and 

modern Hiſtorians or Divines, that the 

Adverlaries of our Faith have been 

very Induſtrious and Aftve, ever ſence 

the happy Reformation of our Religt- 
on, to reduce the Superſtitions of the 

Roman Church once more into Qurs. 

T bat ſuch Attempts may not onely be ſtill 


contiuned, but proſecuted with greater 
A 2 Vigour, 


LEY 


The Epiſtle 
Vigour , the Emillaries of Rome, ta- 
king occaſion from our late Confuſions 
and prefent Indulgence, have encou- 
raged then;ſelues to come amongſt us, 
as all men believe, in unuſual numbers, 
though not without their wonted Dil- 
ouile and Vizards. What their Bufi- 
neſs is, no man # ignorant ; and that 
they want no Arts to carry on their 
Deſigns, who doth not know ? If Flat- 
tery and Courtſhip can preva-l with 
Perſonsof Quality ; if external Pomp 
and Pageantry can prevail with our 
Ladics of Honour ; if Oſtentation and 
ſhews of Devotion can prevail with 
Religious and Pious Souls ; if Indul- 
gence and Liberty can move the man 
of Plealure; if Gold and Silver can 
tempt the Poor ; if Promiſes of Par- 
don can work upon and win over the 


+ Guilty ; if Sophiſtry and Fallacies car 
þ | Per 


Dedicatory. 
perſwade the Weak and Ignorant,they 
want them not. 

But certainly, that which gives our 

- Enemies the greater Advantage a- 
gainſt us xs, the groſs Ignorance and de- 
ſperate Debauchery of this unhappy 
Age wherein we live ; the Ignorant 
Perſon doth not know, the Debauched 
Perſon doth not care, what Religion is 
beſt. *'Tis no difficult T ach for ſome 
ſubtle Prieſt or Jeſuit to reaſon an Ig- 
norant man out of bis Faith ; nor is 
it an hard matter to perſwade a Vi- 
cious Perſon , that hath no Religion 
indeed, to pretend any, even the Ro- 
man, if” ſome ſecular Advantage doth 
ſo require. 

1 heſe Confiderations might well give 
me juſt occaſzon to compoſe theſe Ser- 
mons; wherein my preſent Deſrgn was, 
zo confirm. my own Pariſhioners 

their 


The Epiſtle © 
their preſent Faith, and to warn them 
againſt all Temptations 10 the Ro- 
man. That I have :now made them 
publick , '1#5 not as if I thought that 
the Church of England wants them : 
no; whoſoever u acquainted with the 
Works of our Learned and Reverend 
Divines already extant, Hooker , 
W hitaker, Reynolds, Jewel], Laud, 
Morton, Davenant, Featly, and ma- 
ny other, deceaſed or yet alive, muſt 
needs acknowledge, that as there is no 
Church ſo capable of a ſound Defence 
as ours, ſo there is none better provided 
with it. 

But yet notwithſtanding, as the 
very little Finger may afford ſome Help 
even to the ſtrongeſt Arm, ſo perhaps 
the weakeſt of God's Servants may lend 
ſome ſmall Aſſiſtance towards the eſta- 
bliſhment of that Religion which 5 


alrea- 


Dedicatory. 
already ſo well maintained with the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments , and thoſe mas- 
aged by better Heads and Hands. 
My former experiences of your 
Lordſhip's Favour have emboldned me 
to ded-cate this Difcourſe to your Lord- 
ſhip's Name ; not that I think it worth 
your View, but that I know it wants ſo 
oreat a Protection. No man can blame 
me for chuſeng ſuch a Guardian, whom 
the world knows to be ſo willing to en- 
courage the Friends of 7 rue Keligion, 
and ſo able to contute its Adverſa- 
ries. And the Truth is, Þ am not in 
the leaft Capacity, by any other means 
ro teſtifie that cordial Relpet and Ve- 
neration which my ſelf , and every 
man elſe that Ives our Church, muſt 
needs bave for your Lordſhip's inward 
Worth , and Perſonal Excellencies : 
nor conld I think of any other way to 
make 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
make a Gratefull and Publick Ac- 
knowledgement of thoſe various Obli- 
gations which your Lordſhip bath 
laid upon 


the meaneſt of God's Seryants 
and 


our Churche's Song, 


Fran, Grecoxy. 
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RELIGIONS; 


WITH 
CaurTrt1ioNns to the Members of 


the Reformed Church againſt De- 


feRion to the Roman. 


1THESS.5. 21, 


Prove all things ; hold faſt that which is good. 


; E reade in Sacred I/rit and Eccleſſaftical 
Hiſtory, that the Chriſtian Church in its 
infancy, as well as the Jewiſh 1a its elder 

years, had in it ſeveral perſons that were really en- 
aued by God with the ſpirit of Prophecy3 and others, 
who did but pretend it. Where-ever God had his 
Church, the Devil endeavoured to have his Syra- 


gogue too, To that end, it was the great defign 
: and policy of Hell, to ſend its Reſ{dentiaries and Le- 
B gates 


The Triall of Religions ; wit 


gates amongſt thoſe perſons where Heaven had its. 


commiſſioned and faithfull Zxrbaſſadowrs. If Chriſt 
ſend forth his $i#20 Peter 3 the Devil will ſend forth 
his Si-zor Mages too: If Chriſt ſend forth a Saint Johy, 
a Saint Pal, and other Apoſtles; the Devil will not 
fail to ſend forth a Cerizthxs, a Aarcion, and other 
Hereticks too. 

T he true Prophets of thole times did reveal no- 
thing elſe but what was certainly the #7ind of God : 
but the falſe Prophets and counterfeit Apoſiles deli- 
vered the Suggeſtions of Satan, or at belt the Dreams 
and Fancies of their own fantaſtick brain, And yet 
ſo politick was the Devil, that he veiled his Erroars 
with a diſguiſe of Tr#th 3 and that with ſo much ar- 
tifice, that it was no eaſie matter for the young No- 
vices of that Age, who were but lately become Pro- 
ſelytes to Chriſt , to diſtinguiſh betwixt falſe Doc- 
trines and true, betwixt tares and wheat, betwixt the 
Devil's counterfeit, and God's real Pearls. 

In this conjuncture oftime, when Hereticks preten- 
ded tobe Evazgeliſts; when wild Enthuſiaſts,aCted by 
the Dewil,pretended to be inſpired of God ; when at 
the ſame ſeaſon and in the ſelt-fame places, Divine 
Truths were preached by ſome, and devilliſh Erroxrs 
broached by others 3 the Servants of God and Apo: 
{tles of Chriſt,who were entruſted with theConcerns 
of his Church and the care of his Souls, could not but 
think themſelves obliged to do whatever in them lay, 
that theirlate Converts to the Chriſtian Faith might 
not eitherunwarily admit what was indeed an Errour, 
nor yet unadviledly rejef what was indeeda Truth. 

To prevent this double Hazzard , Saint John ( 1 
John 4. 1. )doth thus command them, 7ry the ſpirits, 
whether they are of God. There was, it ſeems , even 
thus 
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Cautions againſt Defeion to the Roman, 


thus early in the Church a great wvarzety of ſpirits ; 
0 oyres acognrw, faith Theophyladg, ol feud rgopiTe, v weve 
armu, ſaith Oecurernizs 5 Prophets true, and pro- 
phets falſe : and yet even theſe Impoſiours too pre- 
tended to be from God. Well, what muſt the 
Chriſtians doe in ſuch a caſe as this? Muſt they re- 
ceive a// Dofrines, becauſe ſame were certainly 
true? or mult they reject a//, becauſe ſome were 
certainly falſe? No ſuch matter the Apoſtle gives 
them and us another Rule to walk by : and that's 
this, Acuudere mt mb uar, Try the ſpirits. Be not raſl 
1n receiving, be not raſhin rejeFing neither. Perhaps 
the Do@rines that are delivered by ſuch and ſuch 
may be from God; and if ſo, what a fin would it be 
to ſlight them? but withall, *tis poſſible that ſuch and 
ſuch Doftrines, delivered by ſuch and ſuch Preten- 
ders, may be from the Devil; and if ſo, what a dan- 
ger muſt it be to entertain them? Wherefore that 
both extremes may be avoided, that ye may be able 
to diſtinguiſh Trath from Errour, that ye may know 
the Devil's Emiſſaries from Chriſt's Apoſtles, wer Hu 
wasias wivere, ſaith Theophylad 3 prove, examine, pals 
a mature and deliberate Judgment : and that's one 
great part of that advice which Saint Pay] gives us 
in the Text, Suyders mvm, Prove all things. Wuhat- 
ever Doctrine is broached among you , though it 
bring along with it the faireſt pretences imaginable, 
yet becauſe it may poſlibly prove too light, put it in 
the balance,and try its weight; becauſe it may poſ- 
ſibly prove a counterfeit, bring it to the Toxchſtone, 
and try its ſencerity : and if, upon this ſtrict enquiry, 
It prove not right, let it goe 3 but if it be found 0r- 
thodox, ſound and good, #277;z72, hold it faſt. 

So then the Text commends to our Praftice a 
D- 2 aonble 


The Triall of Religions ; with 
double AF, each of which relates to matters of Re- 
ligion. For, ; 

1. Weare required wut, to prove them, to 
examine all DoGrines, Principles and PraGices, whe- 
ther they be right, ſuch as the Holy Scriptures recom- 
z1end, or at lealt a/ow, *Tis our bulineſs to conh- 
der, as Cornelizs 4 Lapide words it, an ſint Prophetie, 
an inſlin# us ſpiritus humani , whether they are the 
Revelations of God, or the ſyventions and Imagina- 
tions of mer, mn 

2. Weare required, after this ſtrict Examination 
and Judgement piled, to diſmiſs whatever 1s naught, 
but to retain and bold faſt that, al/ that, and ozely 
that, which proves to be good, and conſequently 
from God. So that the whole bulineſs of the Text. 
w1ll lie in theie T wo Concluſions. 

I. That every perſon whatſoever 3s highly obliged to 
examine the nature of that Religion which is recom- 
mended to him. 

2. That after an impartial and ſiri& Enquiry , that 
Religion, and onely that, which proves to be good, right 
and true, muſt be ſtoutly aſſerted, conſtantly retained, 
and held faſt for ever. 


The Firſt Doctrine. 
That all perſons whatſoever do highly fland obliged 


to examine the nature of that Religion which 3s re- 
commended to them. But here two things may be de- 
manded. 

I..It may be demanded, whether a// perſons what- 
ever are fit to jxdge for themſelves in matters of Re- 
Iigion. Is every-man ſo well qualified, as to be in a 
capacity of defining Points of Faith. and "—_ 4 
Sha 


"I, > Ys C 
en San 
gi CCS ARS ls ha 


Ee 
b 
= 
F 
'v 
3 
{ 5M 
ES 
PS | 
2 


Cautions againſt Defection to the Roman, 


Shall every illiterate and bold Xechanick preſume fo 
far, as to ſuſpeF any DoFrine which the Church deli- 
vers, Or ſcraple any PraGice which ſhe recommends ? 
F anſwer; 

Certain it is, there is a very ſzgnal reſpe&# arid 2 
very great veneration due to the Church of God. and 
doubtleſs, where matters are difficult and Points are 
controverted , *tis our ſafeſt courſe to conſider the 
D:termination of the tr#e Church, and to acquieſce 
in Her Judgement rather then 1n our own, But in 
other caſes, where the Word of God 1s expreſs and 
plain, where we have an z##elligible and ealie Rule, 
we are not obliged to take up our Religion upon 0+ 
ther mens credit in thoſe matters wherein our own 
Reaſon can beſt ſecure us. 

*Fis our Saviour's command, ( att. 11. 15.) He 
that hath an ear to hear, let him hear : loſay we, He 
that hath an eye to ſee, let him ſee. Methinks where 
the 0bje& is clear and viſible, eſpecially if it be of 
great concern too, It were high Tmprudence to rcly 
upon a#other man's fight, fince God hath given us 
eyes of our ow#, that may ſee as well, and be truſted 
better. Andcertainly,it were an a@& ofthe greateſt fol- 
ly,to depend barely upon other mens judgements tor 
thoſe grand Concerns of Eternity, about which God 
hath given us rational Souls and all other weans that 
are ſufficient and requiſite to inform our ſelves. Bat 
if perhaps through ſi and vice we have debauched 
our own Reaſoz3 it we have extingniſhed that light 
which our great Creatoxr ſet up within us, and by ſo 
doing have diſabled our (elves to obey the Command 
in My Text 3 We have then juſt occaſion to. condemn 
our ſelves, but none to blame that God, who did as 
well .give us an eye; as bid us ſee. And doubtleſs, 
ſince 


The Triall of Religions ; with 
fince God hath given to every man an wrderſianding 
faculty and the uſe of Reaſon, to be employed for 
his own advantage,it muſt needs be the very higheſt 
Tyranny to interdict any perſon the improvement and 
exerciſe of that Reaſor, but eſpecially about the 


great Concerxs of that immortal Soxl, wherein that 


Reaſon of his hath its proper Seat and onely Ae- 
ſtdence. 

And ſince this perſoxal and private examination of 
our Religion 1s that which our God commands, and 
ourReaſon doth exableus to; methinks no trxe Church 
of Chriſt (hould ever diſlike or quarrel at it :'tis not 
poſlible that a #rze Church (ſhould diſallow what God 
requires 3 *tis not poſhble that a true Mother ſhould 
rob her Children of that without which they can 
neither be Chriſtians nor Mev. Noz *tis for the 
I/ hore of Babylon to cloſe up her baſtards eyes, leſt 
perhaps they ſhould diſcover the nakedneſs of their 
Mother : tis for the Church of Rowe to deny her Pro- 
ſelytes. in all matters of Religion, the exerciſe of their 
own Reaſon.leſt perhaps they ſhould deteCt the weak- 
eſs and want of hers. But as for the Church of Eng- 
land, fo ſure is ſhe that her Religion 1s right, that ſhe 
doth not onely allow, but ercorrage, her Sons to 
bring it to the Teſt - ſuch are her Do@rines and ſuch 
are her ſages, that ſhe doth rather provoke, then de- 
cline, the {tricteſt Trialls the Traths which ſhe tea- 
cheth are ſo Divine, the Cuſlomes which ſhe retains 
are ſo Apoſiolical, that, like ſo many true and orient 
Pearls, the more they are examined, fearched and 
tried, the brighter do they ſhine. And if fo, if to exa- 
ine the matters of our Ael3gion be an at of 0bed;- 
ence to God, if it be the way to bring homoxr to our 
Church and ſatisfa@ion to our ſeſves,what ſhould hin- 
der 


SLY kr 


X RNC: 26+ abated rn C4. Gas -2 — . 
bans s LE IS ESGY TO On SP OUGE SER IS SEIOA OBE 1 rat 
R Pn TS ER ea i oa os} ee ERS ach PAY EE 9k” Soma = 
RT OLE Ir Se #1 Ins PE PIE DR ALERT Re We IO RtLy EFT LT - 4c -re OAOIY ' 
PEI) LS SR s " : . : —_ ES EL SUS TOW Colds Re 


| Cautions againſt Defection to the Roman. 


der us, except it be that groſs and foul 7gmoravce of 
ours, which will indeed deſtroy our Ability, but ne- 
ver take off our Obligation £ But, | 

2. From this great Command in the Text, Prove 
all things, \t may be yet demanded thus, Muſt we 
then turn Scepticks In Religion ® muſt we always 
hang in doubt, and rmever fix mult we for ever be 
examining, and ſo come to no ſeitled Reſolution in 
Points of Faith and Worſhip? I anſwer : 

Tis certain that theſe Irferences can never be ga- 
thered from that which God requires in the Text : 
our proving all things will be ſo far from introducing 
Scepticiſm and uncertainties in matters of Religion , 
that *cis the ſureſt way in the world to expel}, baniſh 
and root them out; it will be ſo far from ſhaking our 
Faith, that 'tis indeed the moſt likely means to ſettle 
and confirm it.For when once a man hath duly mea- 
ſured the Grounds, Principles and Prattices of his 
Religion by that Rule which cannot fail him , and 
there finds it ſtraight and right, all his Fealoxſtes and 
Doubts are over: What DoG@rine (oever he finds 
warranted by the wriitee Word, that he may moſt 
ſafely embrace, and for ever conclude if to be from 
God, 

'Tis in this caſe as it is with him that ſſpeFs ſome 
piece of 2zoney, that is offered him as current Coin 3 
if he brings it to the Toxchſtone, Scales, or Standard, 
and there finds it right Metall and full weight , he re- 
ceives it without farther ſ/craple, and layeth it up 
as a part of his Treaſure. So here, ſuppoſe ſome 
Novice in Chriſtianity, ſuch as theſein the Text, that 
15 not yet well grounded in his Religion, 1s not ſufh- 
ciently aſſured whether ſuch ard ſuch a Do@rize or 
PraFice, that is commended to him , or required 

| from 


The 7riall of Religions ; wit 
from him, be right or wrong; if he bring it to the 
Scripture, which Is the great and onely Standard in 
this caſe, and there find a ſufficient warrant for it 
from ſome Prophet, Evangeliſt, or Apoſile, with what 
"confidence may he then receive it, and for ever moſt 
juſtly count it one part of his Faith * Well, ſuch 
32norant Novices in Chriſtianity we all are or have 
been; and, upon that ſcore, if we have not already 
examined the Principles of our Faith and grounds of 
eur Religion,we are obliged now to doe it. See why 
in ſome Particulars. | 

1. We are obliged to examinexthe nature and 
matters of our Religion by all that reſpe& which we 
owe to the great, frequent and peremptory Com: 
m1ands of God. | | 

This 1s that which the Text requires in terms as 
expreſs as can be, Prove allthings. What all things 
doth he mean? Matters of Religioz lure 3 DoGrinas, 
Revelationes, &c. ſo Eſtizs : whatever Do@Grines are 
recommended to you as Kevelations given from 
God,diſcernite, dijudicate,examine) ſearch and judge 
them. So much doth Saint John require too, when 
he thus commands us, ( I John 4.1. } Try the ſpirits. 
And thus: Saint Parl, ( 2 Cor. 13.5.) Examine your 
ſelves whether ye be in the faith. Nay , our Bletled 
Saviour himſelf doth, in effect, enjoin the ſame thing 
too, When he gives us this Command,( Xatt.7.15.) 
Beware of falſe prophets, God Almighty by thele 
Command: hath revealed his pleaſure, that he would 
not have us take wp ſuch and ſuch Do@rines at a ven- 
ture, Ic{t perhaps they ſhould prove to be rone of 
L##5, nor would he have us wnadviſedly cloſe with 
{uch and ſuch Religious PradGices, leſt peradven- 


ture they ſhould prove ſuch as have no warrant. 
That 
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Cautions againſt Defedion to the Roman, 
That God,who highly deſerves and moſt juſtly expe&s 
whatever ſervice man can doe him, will be wor- 
ſhipped 1n his own: way and which that 1s,and where 
it lieth, he bids us goe to his own Book and learn. 

And methinks, had we no other Motive in the 
world toexaminethe matter of our Religion ſave one- 
ly this, yet tix ſhould beenovgh ; *tis one of thoſe 
Duties which A/an oweth his Maker theſtrict Exa- 
mination of our Religion the Commands of God 
have made a conſiderable part thereof: ſo that it is 
impoſbble for usto take up any Religion upon Truſt, 
but we muſt,by ſo doing,di/obey our God, and there- 
by ſhew that in truth we have zone. Sure it is.that we 
have a certain Azle and Standard to meaſure all Re- 
lIigions by 3 'tis the. ſignal #rercy of Heaven : and to 
make a right uſe of that Standard, it is the great 
Command of God, and therefore the great Obligation 
of 11an too. 

2. Weare obliged to examine our Religion by all 
that reſpect which we owe our Nezghbour,our Friend, 
our Child. 

That we are concerned not onely to profeſs a Re- 
ligion, but promote it too, no man, [ think, that hath 
one jot thereof will ever deny. We are bound by 
ſeveral obligations to inſtruct and teach our Brother 
the Principles of that Religion which we own or 
ſelves. *T1s that which the Scriptares require over 
and over. Thus Saint Paal, (1 Theſſ.5.1t._) Edifie 
one another - and ſo again, ( Col. 3.16.) Teach and 
admoniſh one another. We are engaged by the fre- 
quent Commands of God, and that eternal Law of 
Charity in our capacities, and as occaſion is offered, 
to propagate Our Religion 5 to plant It where it 3s wot, 
and to water it where it Z, 

C But 


The Triall of Religions ; with 

But then, methinks, we are deeply concerned.to 
fecure our ſelves and others too , that the Religion 
which we advance inthe world be indeed the Aeligi- 
on of God ;, we mult be ſure that we plant not Weeds 

in ſtead of Flowers,that we ſow not Tares in ſtead of 
wheat : for,to promote a Religion that pollibly may 
be falſe, were a deſperate venture indeed ;, and he 
that doth it hazards the hozowr of God, and the Soul 
of ##an. I find that our Bleſſed Sawiowr and his A4- 
poſtles taught no Dofrine but what they were ſure 
of. Thus Chrift tells Nicodemas, ( John 3.11.) Ie 
ſpeak that we know: and thus Saint Joh tells the 
world, (1 John 3.19.) We know that we are of the 
truth. Certainly , whoſoever zndertakes or 15 0b- 
liged to inſtru another in matters of Religion , -had 
need very well be informed himſelf. 

'Tis with us in our preſent caſe as with the Phy/ſ7- 
cian in his; who doubtleſs ſtands bound by whatla- 
ever is dear unto him, to preſcribe no Remedies but 
ſuch as hethroughly amderſtands : That Mountebank 

___Qeſerves a Check rather then a. Fee, who dares admi- 
niſter he knows not what; and, by ſodoing,is more 
like to ki/ then care. TFhecaſe is ours » We are all 
obliged to preſcribe our Children the Rules of lite 
we are all obliged to train up our /ittle ones in the 
fear and worſhip of God; we are all obliged to di- 
rect our Brother in his way to Heaven © butif our Di-- 
reCtions ſhould chance to prove wrowg, what then ?: 
Suppoſe we inftill into the minds of men Errour and 
Herefie in ſtead of Trath, what would the iſſue be 2- 
Should ſome careleſs Father ftrew Ratsbene in ſtead 
of S#gar, and thereby poiſon ſome dear child of his, 
whom probably he deſigned to feed, would not all- 
the world condemn him ?Well ;.this,and worſe then 

this; | 
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Cautions againſt Defefion to the Roman, 


this, doth that man doe, who, through a careleſs Cye- 
duality and want of a ſtricter Erquiry, doth ſcatter a- 
broad where-ever he comes thoſe unſound 0pi- 
ions and unknown Erronrs, which directly tend to 
the ruize of that Soul whom probably he deſigns 
to ſave. 

'Tis indeed an at of Charity to inſtruf# the igno- 
ramt, and lead the blind; but withall, the man muſt 
have eyes in his owx head that undertakes it, Our 
Saviour hath told us, (att.15. 14.) If the blind lead 
the blind, there is danger init ; *tis like enough they 
may both fa// and periſþ in the dztch. And ifo, fince 
weare all bound to dire& and guide one anather in 
the way to Heaven 3 ſince we are all obliged to pro- 
mote the Z/orfoip of God and the Salvation of men 3 
let us moſt ſtrictly enquire into thoſe matters of RKe- 
ligion wherein We are to inſiru& and help our Bro- 
ther: for if not, 'tis like enough that we may be 
cheated; what we raſhly take for the DoFrines of 
Chriſt, may perhaps, upon a review, prove the Doc- 
trines of Devils 3 what we unadviſedly take for the 
Tsſtitutions of God, may perhaps, upon a ſtriFer ſur- 


vey, prove nothing elſe but the zpoſiures of men - 


and if once we cometo propagate theſe, what grea- 
ter pleaſxre can we doe the Devil? what greater diſ- 
ervice can we doe the Church of God £ what greater 


i7zjury can we doe our Neighbour, our boſom Friend, 


our darling Child £ Certain it is, we are much en- 
gaged to ſift the Grounds of that Religion which we 
are to propagate in the world and teach our Brother; 
leſt otherwiſe , through our own 2iſtake and idle 
ronfidence , we become guilty of cruel Charity, and 
oy inſtrumental to 4ammn that Soul whom we In- 


nd and are obliged to ſave. 
C 2 2, We 
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3. We are obliged to examine our Religion , and 
ſee 'tis right, by all that kind reſpe&t which we owe 
the Charch and Nation where we dwell. | 

That the Welfare of Kingdomes doth but little de- 
pend upon the 7#rrth of their Religion, may perhaps 
be objected from that known example of the Twrks 
and ſome other Nations , where Tdolatry reigns, and 
yet ſucceſ7, power and wealth attends them : But 
ſurely that ſuch Nations flouriſh , is not from any 
Covenant or Promiſe, but from the peneral Provi- 
dence, and perhaps the Wrath, of God: 'tis not from 
the conſideration of their Religion, but rather from 
the wart of ours. Solomon tells us, ( Prov. 14-34.) 
Righteouſneſs exalts a nation. Yea, where Veriue 
thrives, wheretrue Religion flouriſheth, tis ſure that 
Kingdome will do ſo too. We reade that whilcſt 
the Jews retained their Religious Worſhip in its P#- 
rity, they were a rich and thriving Nation. beloved of 
God, and therefore feared of z#er + but when once 
they ſuffered 1dolatry and Superſtition to ſteal in a- 
mongſt them, *tis very remarkable, that ths very fin 
proved the ſubverſion of their State, and the rxize of 
their Church. 

Methinks this dreadfull Inftance ſhould make us 
exceeding wary What Religions we admit amongſt 
us, Certainly it will be our wiſedom not to permit, 
much leſs to eſtabliſh by Law,any Doftrine whatever 
that hath already been not onely ſaſpe@Fed, but,upon 
mature advice, condemmedtooz except we are now 
fully ſatisfied by clearer Arguments, that it is at leaſt 
reconcilable to thoſe Divine Truths which our $4vi- 
our hath taught, and our God approves. 

Forif we doe otherwiſe, if our Folly, Careleſneſs, 
Ignorance or Vice ſhall prove a means to reirive thoſe 

er- 


Cautions againſt Defection to the Roman, 
erroneous Dofrines and ſuperſtitions Praices which 
the wiſedom, Piety and Zealof our Fore: fathers have 
juſtly baniſhed; ir we [hall reduce thoſe ſuperfluous, 
vain. and burthenſome Ceremonies of the Roman 
Church which our noble Progenitours have ſo deſer- 
vedly explored; it we ſhall bately let goe thoſe great 
and concerning Traths which our heroical Anceſtours 
have derived unto us ſealed with their deareſt bloud ; 
if we ſhall exchange a good Religion for a bad; what 
can we expect, but that our holy God, who is fo jea» 
lows of his great Name, ſhould be angry with us, even 
till he hath quite conjured us? It is true,God indeed 
may bear with the 1dolatries of poor ignorant Turks 
and Pagars,who neither do nor can know what's bet- 
ter: But as for this Nation of oxrs, we have his Law 
and his Prophets , we have his Evangeliſts and his 4- 
poſtles, we have the Goſpel of his dear Son to confirm 
and ſettle us in our moſt holy Faith : and if ſo,ſhould 
we turn Apoſtates, ſhould we embrace a falſe Rel1- 
gion and become T1dolaters, fo dreadful/ would the 
Conſequences be,that we may juſtly tremble ſo much 
asOnceto rmarethem. 

If therefore we have any bowels of mercy towards 
the wombthat bore us,if we have any kindneſs tor the 
breaſts that feed us,if we have any compaſſion for the 
Nation that warms and cloaths us; let us never cloſe 
with any other Religion,except it produce ſome bet- 
ter warrazt then our preſent Charch can ſhew3 and 
that not from a Prieſt, not from a Jeſuit, not from 
ſome pretended, forged and abuſed Father ; but from 
a Prophet, from an Evargeliſi, trom an Apoſile, one of 
whom is of more valxe and pieater credit then the 
whole Romiſh Conclave and all their Councils, though 
every member thereof were a better man and more 
T:fallible, even the beſt of Popes, 4. We 
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4. Weare obliged to examine our Religion by all 
that reſpe& which we owe unto ozr ſelves. See why 
in 2 Particulars. 

I. That man who never troubleth himſclf to 
ſearch into the Groxnds of his Religion, and by 1n- 
fallible Arguments to ſecure himſelf that his Faith 
and Worſhip is ſound and right , _ be in 
doubt whether it begood orno, For tis very pol- 
ſible that the Report which he hears concerning it 
may be falſe; the perſons that recommend it to him 
may be miſtaken; his Fore-fathers, from whom he 
derives his Religion, might be deceived; nay , that 
particular Church whereof he is a Member may poſ- 
fibly be in an Error too. For, tell me, how groſ}y 
was the Church of the Jews miſtaken, thought they 
had all the Prophets tolnform them, concerning that 
which they were woſ? obliged to know, the Perſon, 
DoGrine and Afiracles of their own Meſſias 2 and how 
ſtifly doth the Church of Rome this day contend for 
thoſe foul Errours and abominable Superſtitions, for 
which there is very little to be pleaded, ſave onely 
the PraGice and Tradition of their Predeceſſours ; 
amongſt whom Ambition, Pride, Avarice, Luxury and 
Ignorance did ſo prevail, that they had little of zrxe 
Religion leſt to tranſmit and bequeath to their Poſte- 
rity? ſo that to believe as the Church believes, is to 
believe, at beſt, but at a verturez3 and he that doth 
ſo, hath no af/arance that his Faith is right. Now 
what Tzcomveniences will ariſe from bare Doubts , 
Jealouſtes and Suſpicions of our Religion, we may ſee 
in 2 Particulars. 

I. That perſon who is thus ancertain and doubt. 
jn}l of his Religion can never expect any great ſati(- 
taftion, comfort, pleaſure, in any of thoſe Religions - 
«Fs which he doth perform. Doubt- 
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Doubtleſs, that Joy which arifeth to a good man 
and knowing Chriſtian from the true Service of God 
is very conſiderable and exceeding great. My ſoul 
ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, ſaith holy 
David, who well 4:ew what he did, when he ſerved 
his God thus and thas. And withour all controverſie, 
there is not ſo much delight to be found in anything 
whatever, as there is'in the Forſhip of God. The 
conſideration of God's ſpecial Preſence, his favou- 
rable Interpretatios of our deſires,his kind Acceptance 
of our poor endeavours,the Smiles of his Countenance, 
the Teſtimony of his Spirit, how do they fill the heart 
with Joy £ 

But withall, ſure 1t is, that theſe things cannot be 
expected by that Soul whos not ſ#re that his Rel:- 
gion is right.. If a man be uncertain whether he pre- 
ſent to Goda ſheep or a ſwine, a lambor a dog, what 
Acceptazice can he look for > If a man be doubtfull 
whether he offer up to his Maker incenſe or ſnuffe, 
ſacrifice or fin, how doth he know whether he doth 
pleaſe his God, or provoke him? The Scriptures tell 
us, ( Rom.14.23.) Whatſoever 3s not of faith is fin. 
And if ſo, that perſon-who dares perform ſuch and 
ſuch an a& at a venture, whether right or wrong, hath 
caufe enough to- expe from Goda Frown rather 
then a Smile, and a Check rather then a Commend a- 
tion. . Wherefore if ever we delire to feel the Com- 
forts of Divine Worſhip, if ever we defiretotaſte the 
pleaſures of God's Service, it muſt be our care, and'tis 
our Concern, to ſecure our ſelves, by.iofallible Argu=« 
ments,that our Religion is ſx#ch indeed as our God re- 
quires, likes, and bleſſeth. 

2. That perſon who doth butronely ſzſpe# ang: 
doubt the.truth of. his Religion,though peradventure 
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it may be ſoundand right, yet notwithſtanding he 
will be ealily moved to rexonnce and leaveit, 1t not 
through perſwaſions and flatteries,yet atleaſtthrough 
cowardiſe and fear of ſuffering, _ 

Indeed, that prudent and pios Chriſtian who hath 
throughly examined the nature of his Religion, and 
is fully convinced and ſatisfied that it 1s indeed the 
Religion of God,dares not part with it upon eaſſe,nor 
indeed upon ary terms whatſoever : but that wncer- 
tain and wavering Soul, who, having never taſted the 
matchleſs Pleaſures of Religion, doth (till lie under 
ſuſpence and jealouſtes, whether that Profeſſzon which 
he yet owneth be rzght or wrong, how ealily will he 
quit it? If perhaps ſome other Religion be recom - 
mended to him by ſuch and ſuch perſons whom he 
loves, how gnickly will he yield > If ſuch and ſuch 
a Profeſſzon be urged upon him by ſuch and ſuch 
plauſible Arguments,which perhaps he cannot anſwer, 
how ſoon will he be perſwaded? IF perhaps he be 
fairly 7zzvited to embrace ſuch and ſuch Do@rines by 
Promiſes and Hopes of advantage , how ſoon will he 
give his conſent? Or if perhaps he be preſſed to 
own ſuch and ſuch Pra@ices by Threats and Menaces, 
how ſuddexly will he condeſcend ? | 

T rue it 1s, we are commanded, and that under the 
pain of eternal] death, if need be, to ſ#ffer for our 
Religion : a Gaol, a Dungeon, a Gibbet, Fire and ſword, 
whatever Devils can invent or Tyrants inflit, muſt 
be endured, if God fopleaſe, and Times ſhould ſo re- 
quire, Bur, te]I me, will that man coe this, . that 
queſtions whether his Religion be true or not > Can 
we think that he who doxbts, will die too? Ts it ima- 
givable that he who is not throughly ſatzsfied that 
ſuch and ſuch Do@ripes are certainly of God, will 
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ever confirm and ſeal them with his bloud 2 Every 
man will tell you,that Eſrates, Liberties and Lives are 
things of greater walxe then to be thrown away up- 
on bare Peradventures and Poſſibilities : "tis not cre- 
dible that any man will loſe what he counts ſo dear, 
in the defence of his Relzgion, except he be firſt con- 
vinced that this Religion of his is ſo good, fo holy, fo 
Divine, that the Vindication thereof will infalhbly 
turn his bloud into a Sacrifice, and his death into a 
Martyrdom. In 
Thus Saint Paxl, (2 Tim. 1.12.) For this cauſe I 
ſuffer theſe things, What things doth he mean ? Per- 
ſecutions, reproaches, bonds, impriſonments, and in- 
deed whatnot? But whyall this? Himlelf tells us 
inthe (elf-ſame Verſe, 7 know whom Thave believed, 
aud I am perſwaded, &c. When a man knoweth his 
Faith 1s right, when he is fully perſwaded that his Re- 
ligion will certainly bear him out and make up all his 
lolles, O with what glacrity and chearfulneſs may 
he ſuffer But on the other hand, if we are not ac- 
quzinted with the goodnels and exce//ence of our Pro- 
fe(ſron, but continue ftraxgers to it, how ealily (hall 
we ſhake hands with it, and, in ſtead of being noble 
and faithfull Martyrs, become ſo many unworthy 


Renegades, and prove, like Fuliaz , falſe and bale 


Apoſtates ? 

2. That perſon who takes no care to inform and 
ſatis fie himſelf concerning the matters of his Rel:- 
gion, but takes it up as he fizds it, may very cafily be 
miſtaken, and cloſe with a wrong in ſtead of a right. 

So great 1s the variety of Religions in the world, fo 
politick is the Devil, ſo plauſible is' the Heretich, fo 
ſubtle, ſmooth andinſinuating is the Jeſuit, that if we 
have not a watchful eye and a diſcerning ſpirit, if we 
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are not the more carefull to exquire of God and good 
men, tis like enough that their fair and ſpecious 
Preterces may deceive us. *Tis very poſlible that 
Vice and Yertne.,Truth and Errour, the Counterfeit and 
the Pearl, may 0k ſo like to another, that there is 
none but an 4rtiſt, who hath a prudent Head 2nd a 
piercing Eye, that canreadily apprehend and ſee the 
difference. 

T hat ſeverall perſons are moſt miſerably trepan- 
ned and ſadly deluded,the Scriptures tell us. Thus 
the Evangeliſt, ( John 16. 2. ) Whoſoever killeth you 
will think, that he doeth God good ſervice. Here's 
Murther took to be Religion, and innocent- bloud 
thought to be a Sacrifice, Saint Paul himſelf was 
thus.deceived, (As 26.9.) 1 verily thought with my 
ſelf.that Tought to doe many things contrary to the name 
of Jeſs : but what made him think fo? he tells us 
ell{ewhere, ſin deceived me, (Rom.7.11.) And cer- 
tainly if Saint Pa#!, that eminent and learzed man, 
were thus miſtaken it ſuch an one as he took Perſe- 
cation to be Devotion, Sin to be Service, and an high 
Treſpaſs to be a Duty; how then are we concerned 
to take heed, leſt we take up ſomething for Keligzor 
which indeed is not ſo? leſt we cloſe with ſuch and 
ſuch Szperſtitions and Parties , and yet count our 
ſelves devout indoingſo? O remember how eaſte 
and »ſual it is to be miſtaken. If we take up our 
Religion, as it ſeems Facob did his wife, upon truſt and 
in the dark, 'tis like enough that we may be cheated; 
'tis like enough that, in ſtead of being that beavtiful 
Rachel which we expected it may prove no better 
then a blear-eyed Leah, And if ſo, what grand 1#- 
conveniences arelike to follow,give me leave to ſhew 
you, though but in 2 Particulars. 

I, That 
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I. That perſon who is ##iſ{aker in the choice of his 
Religion , if he be, what Religioxs perſons ſhould be, 
devout and zealows in his way, is in greatdanger to 
run himſe}f upon the commillion of the greateſt fn 
except, perhaps,he can plead an i#vincible Tenorance 
for its extenuation. 

Doubtleſs, whoſoever he be that makes Aelizzor 
the main baſineſ7 of his life, will think himſelf con- 
cerned to promote that Religion which he owns and 
takes to be true, and that with wehemerce and zeal. 
'Tis the rature of Religion, whether true or falſe, to 
propagate, ſpread and eſtabliſhit ſelf 3 and that it may 
io doe, it becomes i-zportnrate and reſtleſs, till it 
have removed,by force or argument,what-ever ſeems 
to ſtand in its way, and be its Rival. 

And if ſo, O what a dangerow perſon is every 
miſtaken Zealot! Sureit is, of all YVilains in the 
world the Religiows Villain is the worſt. As for other 
Villains,who are inwardly convinced that what they 
doe is rarght and wicked, they cannot chuſe but 
now and then find ſome remorſe, regret, and fuch 
checks within them, as muſt needs damp their ſpirits, 
and ga/ their ſouls, and put ſome little ſtop to their 

Iniquity : But as for the Devont and Pioas Villain , 
what Trouble can pollibly invade his ſpirit 2 what 
Pangs of Soul can he feel within him? what can make 
him {ſo much as once demmwrr and paule in the leaſt, 
when his own Conſcience, being miſinformed and (ad- 
ly deluded, doth ſo far chear him, as to bid him ex- 
pectareward for that $7n,which it doth not onely re- 


preſent, but commend and applaud, as a Duty which. 


God requires,and will certainly bleſs? Weneed no 
other 1ftance in this caſe but that great one of Saint 
Paul : Whileſt he believed the old Religion of the 
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Jews to be the onely tre one, whileſt he was poſlel- 
ſed with Prejudice againſt Chriſizanity, and took the 
Goſpel to be but a meer Juggle, a new Tmpoſiure,and 
a falſe way of worſhip, what ſtrange havock did he 
make of the Church of Chriſt, and that in the defexce 
of a wrong Religion, and the Perſecution of a right © 
All the excuſe which he pleads for himſelf is onely 
this, I did it through Tenorance. Yea, had but Saint 
Paul's knowledge then been as great as his zeal; he 
would rather have laid hizzſe/f then others in the 
Gaol: had he but examined matters aright,and found 
Chriſtianity to be indeed the Religion of Gods he 
would have been ſo far from ſhedding other mens 
bloxd, that, in the defence thereof, he would ten 
thouſand times rather have loſs his own. 
But O the direful ettects of a miſtaken Zeal ! This 
is the thing to which we muſt aſcribe the molt 7:h#- 
7ane aCtions that the world ever ſaw. From hence 
proceeded that bloudy Maſſacre of Paris, and that 
unparalled and he//iſh Powder-Treaſon ; from hence 
hath proceeded the Aſ/aſſanation of Princes, the Sub- 
verſion of Empires, and the Raine of Churches. And 
what if I tell you that -r3ſapprehenſions of Religion 
have huog the Sor of God upon the Croſs, and laid 
his Servarts inthe flames? It cannot be imagined 
that the Jews would ever have crucihed the Saviour 
of the World, and their own 2eſſras tor, had not an 
#gnorant Zeal inclined them to it : Nor can we reaſo- 
nably conceive, that the Papiſts are ſuch Monſters 
rather then »zer, that they would ever have burnt ſo 
many Martyrs, had they not thought that Religion did 
requireit. And if ſo, if the Conſequences of a miſ- 
taken Religion be ſo dreadfull, then ſurely we are 
highly concerned to make ſure of the Truth of ours ; 
leſt 
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leſt perhaps an Errozr in our choice ſhould put us 
opon the Commiſlion of thoſe horrid Crimes which 
none but a Religiows and Zealous ſinner dares at- 
tempt. | | 
4 That perſon who is miſtaken in his Religion is 
very like to /oſe that which is the bleſſed fruzt, re- 
ward and end of that Religion which is ſound, true 
and right. | 

'Tis ſuch a Conſideration as, methinks, ſhould 
mightily quicken us to theduty in the Text, Prove al 
things. But why ſo? why? alas ! a miſtake here would 
utterly #ndoeus, That the Conſequences of Religion 
are of the greateſt concern imaginable, 'tis beyond 
diſpute : ſo great,that it cannot bea thing indifferent 
whether our Religron be right or wrong unlels it be 
a thing indifferent too whether we are bleſſed or cur- 
ſed, whether weſhall to Heaven or Hel. That Religi- 
or which is right is the onely way,through Chri/?,that 
leads to Heaver 3 and that Religion which is wrong is 
one of the neareſt and quickeſt ways to Hel.I remem- 
ber the Scriptures mention the Do@rine of God, the 
Do@rine of Chriſt,the Do@rine of the Apoſtles 3 theſe, 
being embraced and obeyed, will ſurely make us hap- 
py; but, on the other hand, the ſame Scriptures 
mention other DoFrines, ſtrange Do@rines, the Doc- 
trines of men, yea and the DodFrines of Devils too, 
which being entertained will ſurely make us miſe- 
r.tble. But, you'l ſay,how ſhall we krow them ? how 
ſhall we paſs a judgement, whether ſuch and ſuch a 
DoFrine be indeed the Dod@rine of God, Devils, or 
mens I anſwer: 

I. Ajl matters of Religion muſt be examined, pro- 
ved and determined by the written Word of God. 
This is the onely ſure Balance to weigh, and Touch- 
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ſtone to try, all matters of Faith and Worſhip. 

To this the Prophet direds, (1/4.8.20.) Tothe Law 
ard tothe Teſtimony. Tothisour Savioxr ſends his 
hearers.(Joh.5.39.) Search the Scriptures: and again, 
How readeſt thou 8 And, which 1s remarkable,the 7g- 
rorance of Scripture doth he make the onely occaſtor: 
and-ground of Errour in Points of Faith : ſo he tells 
the Sadducees, Te erre; but why ? not knowing the 
Scriptures. 'It ſeems, that it 1s the written Word of 
God which muſt be our Gxzde in matter of Religion 3 
"tis this which is the ozely infa/ible Rule and wunalte- 
rable Standard to meaſure all the Do@rines and Prac- 
tices which ſuch or ſuch a Church doth teach, recom- 
mend, or require from us. But, 

2. The Decrees of General Councils, thoſe I mean 
that were convened in the firſt and pureſt times, be- 
fore the Superſtitions and 1dolatries of Rome, that 
crept in by degrees through Careleſneſs, Vice and 7g- 
morance, had overſpread the Church, are of great uſe 
in this caſe too. 

True it 1s, the $criptzre 1s man's onely authentich 
Rule to walk by z and this Rule of ours in the moſt 
material and concerning Points of Faith is obvious, 
plain and eaſie : but yet there are ſome other matters 
of Religion, though not of abſolute Neceſſity, yet of 
conſiderable Import and moment , about which the 
Scriptures are not ſo izte//gible, at leaſt to ordinary 
Readers, but that they want ſome good Tnterpreter. 

And who more fit to declarethe ſenſe of doubtfull 
and difficult Texts then the firſt and beſt of Councils 2 
I reade of the Council of Nicea,called by Conſtantine 
the Great, againſt the Hereſſe of Arrizs 3 the Council 
of Conſtantinople, ſummoned by Theodoſizs the firſt, 
againſt the Hereſte of Macedonims 5 the Conncil of E- 
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' Cautions againſt DefetJion to the Roman. 
pheſus, called by Theodoſins the ſecond, againſt the 
Hereſy of Neſtorius 3 the Council of Chalcedog, called 
by 2/artian, againſt the Hereſy of Eutyches. Theſe 
Councils, occaſioned by theſe early Hereſies,and con- 
fiſting of ſome hundred. Biſhops, having the Glory of 
God in their Hearts, the Settlement of the Church in 
their Eye, and the Bible1n their Hands, did eſtabliſh 
ſeveral Canons for the extirpation of Error, and the 
confirmation of the moſt concerning Truths of our 
Religion. 

And, certainly, the Determinations of theſe Conn- 
cils,whether it be in the great or ſome /e/5 Concerns 
of our Religion, being made up of Perſons lo exem- 
plary for their Piety, and ſo eminent for their Lear- 
7ing, who reſolved on nothing but with mature Ad- 
vice and Deliberation, are of as great Authority, and 
afford as much ſatisfaFion in matters of Religion, as 
any thing of 22a can be or doe. For the Truths of 
God, once taught the world by Chriſt and his A+ 


poſiles, being unchangeable for ever 3 and our Bibles, - 


which are the ozely Rule to meaſure Religion by, 
continuing ore and the ſame for ever3 that which was 
an Erroxr 1n thoſe times muſt needs be Error ſtill, 
and that which wasa Truth in thoſe days mult needs 
be a Truth ſtill, Andif we cannot think of any more 
proper means for the right #nder/tanding of Scrip- 
ture,and the diſcovery of Trath and Errours, then the 
deliberate and unanimous Judgment of ſo many hun- 
dred pious, learned and anbiaſſed men aſſembled to- 
gether 3 then certainly the Determinations of thoſe 
Ancient Councils are very conſiderable Evidences for- 
Truth, and againſt Errour : and the rather, becauſe 
they conſiſted of ſuch perſons, who, beſides their emi- 
nent Pzety and Learning, had the great _ 
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of living nearer the Apoſiles Age 3 and thereby were 
the better able toinform themſelves and #4 to0, what 
was certainly believed and done 1n the very Infancy 
of the Church. | 

2, The Writings of the Ancient Fathers, thoſe e- 
ſpecially that lived. within the firſt Six Centiries, 
where-ever they agree, and are not lince corrupted 
or #2aimed by the fraud and forgeries of the Ronan 
Church, are of {ingular uſe 1n this roatter too. 

That 1gnatins, Clemens, Origen, Athanaſius, Cyril, 
Nazianzene, Baſil, Chryſoſtom, Hierom, Auguſtine, and 
ſome others, were indeed Perſons of great Devotion 
and exce/ent Parts, cannot be denied. And alihough 
ſome of theſe great Namey, in ſome particular mat- 
ters, had their peculiar Aiſtakes, and ſhew'd them- 
ſelves to be but wen; yet in all Points where we 
find an #narimons Conſent amongſt them, we are to 
have ſo much vereration for their Authority, as not 
eaſily to ſuſpeF or contradidf it. 

" True it 38, if we take theſe Fathers ſzg/y, man by 
man, where we find any of them alone in their Opt- 
nions, as Origen in reference to the Puniſhments of 
Hell, and Saint Angaſtize in reterence to Infants that 
die ##baptized, we are not, in this caſe, much more 
obliged to accept their Judgment then the Judgment 
of ſome perſon: yet alive; who perhaps may be as 
Pious and Learned as \cme of them : But if we take 
all the Fathers that lived within fix hundred 
years after Chriſt together and in the Iump, where we 
find them one in Jadgment, they are enough to make 
a wiſer Council then any one Age could probably at- 
ford;za Council certainly of wore Value and far greater 
Credit then that Conventicle of Trent, wherein there 
late, ſometimes at leaſt, little more then 40 Biſhops, 

2nd 


$a retreat 
Cp ISR +TVE \OPOLS es 
tne be: met 


DP OE TP 


We 2) ME Ty 

0} Es» (1 Ws, Li IT BI Ian p 

SF LEG LANES ELEC NEEY X RL 
Sd a AR SLANT RESO 6 SER 


ao. = 
DEP SSES att", 
PEN Et EM Kee bo NY 


Sa wal 
ELITE 3 Rs 
co IIS: 


we, 
= 
2% 
af 
£5- 
Wipe 
£2 
PE 
# ? 
LON 
raey 
Weed 
Ls 
PE 
© 


Cautions againſt Defeciion to the Roman, 
and ſome of thoſe but meerly Titular and ſuborred 
too. And upon this ſcore the Church of Rome mult 
needs excuſe us, that we do rather adhere to the 
united Judgment of lo many Ancient Fathers, then to 
thoſe late Decrees and Canons of Trent which con- 
tradict them. *'Tis well known to our Adverſaries 
of Rome, that, in the great Controverſies betwixt us 
and them, we appeal to the moſt Ancient Councils 
and Fathers,whom we look upon as the moſt zz4par- 
tial and able Judges 3 the whole matter in queſizon we 
offer to their Deciſfox,and are willing to ſtaxd or fall 
as they determine. But, alas! there*s no Tribunal 
like Saint Peter's Chair, one Pope is of more value 
with them then ter: Saint Auguſtines, Nor indeed 
can we blame them; for, where the Caxſe is noto- 
riouſly bad, it were ſtrange Impradence to refer it to 
any other Umpires and Arbitratonrs, ſave onely ſuch 
who are prepoſ/eſ# with the ſtrongeſt Prejadice, and 
obliged by the greateſt Intereſts to defend and own it. 
And thus ſtands the caſe with the Roman Church. 
But as for us, where matters are doubtful and Scrip- 
tures are nOt clear, we dare not run to xncertain Tra- 
ditions and the pretended Infallibility of Popes, but 
rather to Ancient Conncils and Fathers, from whom 
we do rationally expect more fatisfaftory Reſoluti- 
ons, and far better Comments. Bur, 

4. There are ſeveral Syſtezzs of Divinity , Con- 
feſſrons of Faith, ſhort Abridgments of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, that are, eſpecially to unlearned perſons, great 
helps in this matter too. 

And here, methinks, thoſe Ancient Creeds of the 
Apoſiles, Nice, and Athanaſius, which are ſo generally 
received by the Church of God, are of great Autho- 
rity to ſettle our Judgment in the main and molt ne- 
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ceſlary Points of Faith, Whatever contradidts any 
ore Article delivered and contained therein, may be 
juſtly ſaſpeted of Hereſſe, Erroxr and Innovation. 
And as forotber Do&renes, PraFices, and matters of 
Diſcipline, wemay have recourſe, and that with good 
ſatiefaFiow, to the known Articles of the Church of 
England, the Book, of Homilies, and that excellent 
Litergy of ours, which that of Saint Chryſoſto or 
Baſil doth not trayſcewd. and perhaps not watch. 
Belides thele, there are many choice and excellent 
Catechiſms, compoſed by men that were Pons, Lear- 
wed and Judicions, acquainted with Scriptures, well 
verſed in the Primitive Conncils and Fathers, Theſe 
ſhort Catechiſms,compiled by perſons of ſingular Er- 
dowments, and approved by the Church, are little leſs 
then ſo many cortraFed Bibles, containing in them 
whatever man is obliged to 4now, and delivering e- 
nough, in plzir and eaffe terms, to inform us in mat- 
ters of PraFice, to ſecxreus from Erroxrs, and con- 
firm our Judgments 1 all the great Points of Faith. 
So then,the Summe of all is this ; We are obliged 
toexaminethe matters of our Religion by the written 
Ford of God - but becauſe this Word, in ſome mate» 
rial caſes, according to the different Fawſies or Tnte- 
reſt» of men, hath different Interpretations given con- 
cerning its true ſenſe and meaning, 'tis our onely 
way, for our better ſatisfaction, to betake our ſelves 
to the moſt able, faithful and anbiaſſed Judges 5 and 
they are the molt Ancient Conncils, the Primitive F a- 
thers, publick Confeſſuons of Faith, and Orthodox Ce- 
zechiſms ſet forth or approved by the Church of God. 


Uſers 
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Vſes. 


I. Confider how:much toblame:thoſe perſons are, 
who, without any Examioation whatſoever;take up. 
their Religion barely upon. Truſt. 

We are thus commanded in the Text, Prove al! 
things : but, alas! weare fo far from this, that we 
will prove nothing and although. perhaps we pre- 
tend to abhory the Keligion of Rome, yet fofar do we 
act like Papiſts , that an Tmplicit Faith ſerves our 
turn. 

'Tis the great Imprudence and:Crime of many per- 
ſons, who are ſo ſupine and careleſs, that they will not 
examine their Aelzgzor5 but, withball, 'tis the ſad Ca- 
lamity of ſome others, who are ſo ſottiſh and igno- 
rant, that indeed they canmat. That we are requi- 
red to prove our Faith, and of what concerritisſoto 

doe, we have already ſeen; and that all. matters of 
this nature muſt be judged by the ord of God, and 
that, in doubtful caſes, to.be expounded by Ancient 
Councils and Fathers, hath been already ſhewed : 
Yea, but what's all this to the man that's utterly #:- 
learned and ignorant 2 ' Can that man prove his 'Rel:- 
giow by the ord of God who knows it not ? canthat 
man help himſelf in the underſtanding of difficult 
Scriptures by the Aſliſtence of thoſe Councils and 
Fathers to whom he is but a ſtranger 2 

And this is the caſe of thoſe poor people who are 
bred up under the Tyravey of the Roman Church: 
they cannot obey the Command in my Text, becauſe 
they are kept in 7gworance 3 they cannot doe what 
Saint John requires,they cannot try the ſpirits, becauſe 


that onely Toxchſtoneis deniedthems they are inino 
2 capacity 
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capacity to weigh the matters of their Religion, be- 
cauſe they are not ſuffered ſo much as once to touch 
the Scales. 

But, alas! this groſs Zgzorance, which is their ſad 
Calamity, 1s our grievous Crime: that utter Inability 
of obeying God, and provirg all things, which ari- 
ſeth from zheir invincible Neceſſuty, ſprings from our 
Careleſneſs and Choice. *Tis ture enough, that we 
have ſufficient ears to inform our [elves of our Ke- 
ligion : we have Bibles to reade 10 our families; we 
have the Scriptures expounded in our Churches 3 we 
have many excel/ent Catechiſmrs and other Books 
within our reach: and yet how ignorant (till! We 
are ſo far from being able to give a ſatisfaFory Ac- 
count of our Ael/ig7on in its ſeveral Branches , that 
there are many amongſt-us who do not know ſo 
much as what Religion means, what Chriſizanity 1s, 
who Chriſt was, what he hath dove, or what he re- 
quires from us. Certainly, if ſuch perſons do take 
upenthem the profeſſion of any Religion, they muſk 
needs doe it upon Tr#ſ# : and how that's done , wy 
may ſee in 3 Particulars. 

I.. There are ſome perſons who take up theirRe» 
ligion barely upon the Tryſt and Credit of their Pa: 
rexts and Progenitours, who owned ſuch and ſuch © 
Profeſſion, and continued therein perhaps to thei 
very dying-day. | 

And the truth 1s, the very higheſt Account that 
many an one can give for his Faith and Worſhip is 
but this, It was the old Religron of his Family , it way 
the Faithand Worſhip of his Fathers, and therefory 
his too : inſomuch that perſons generally are not 
made, but born, Chriſtians, as well as men; and do 
commonly receive their Faith, as well as their 

| Fleſh, 
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Fleſh, ex Traduce , barely by Propagetion. 

"Tis true, Chriſtianity, which certainly is the Re- 
ligion of God, 1s that which we a/ profeſs; but in the 
mean time there are but few amongſt us that exa- 
mine the Principles upon which this Religion ſtands, 
nor do we conlider the Deſigns to which this Religion 
tends : onely we take it up from our Fore-fathers, as 


' if it were barely bequeathed us amongſt other Lega- 


cies, or left us as a part of our Tzheritance. It muſt 
be confeſlcd, that true AKeligion, preſerved for us and 
tranſmitted to us by the Care and Piety of our Proge- 
nitours, 1s a bleſled Inheritance indeed 5 ſuch an Tn- 
heritance, (o great and ſo gloriows, that we are con- 
cerned, if in any caſe, much more in zhzs, to prove our 
Father's Wil}, and to conſider how ſutable it is to 
both the Teſtaments of that better Father, which is in 
Heaven. 

2. There are fome perfons- who take up their 
Religion barely upon the Trzſt and Credit of vulgar 
and publick Examples. 

W hat Religion we find eſtabliſhed in the King- 
dom. exerciſed in the Church, and commonly” profel- 
ſed throughout the Neighbourhood, that we do not 
ſtand to examine, but immediately embrace: We 
make our Faith a matter not of Ele&zon and Choice, 
but barely of Imitation. Doubtleſs, there's many a 
Soul amongſt us that profeſſeth himſelf to be a Chri- 
ſtian, not becauſe he 4roweth the Truth, Reaſonable- 
eſs and Excellence of Chriſtianity, but becauſe he 
had the good fortune to be bred-and live in Chri- 

ſtendome. 

Suppoſe a man bred among the Perſians ; this man 
adores the Sun, and makes that his Deity « take a 
man bred among(t the Turks 3 this man's Bible is the 

| Al- 
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Alcoran, and that Impoſiour Mahowet little leſs then 
his God : Suppoſe a man bred up in Spain, France,or 


| Ttaly ; this man,forſooth,though he knows not why, 


proves 2 Roman Catholick,z be owns, the Pope , let 
him be who he will, to be his Grard-father, and 
that Church, or, if you will, that hore, to be his 
Grand-mother too: Well; give me a man bred up 
in England ; *tis ten to one but this man proves a 


Proteſtant. But why all this? Why, alas ! we take 


up our Religion , not from the Convidions of our 
own Judgments, but barely from the force of Exam- 
ples, and the meer power of Education. 

3. There are ſome perſons who take up their 
Religion upon the Treſt, Credit, or Commands of 
Princes, 

Certainly, man, who is a wiſe, knowing and noble 
Creature, of the very rext degree to Angels, may ca- 
fily convince himſelf, how zreaſonable a thing it is, 
that he ſhould adore and worſ{ip any thing that is ſo 
far from being a Deity, that he evidently ſeeth and 
certainly knoweth that it is his own Inferiour and 
much below himſelf. And yet notwithſtanding, if 
Jeroboam (et up his Calves, if Nebuchadriezzar erect 
his ##age,and command their Subjects to adore them, 
who almoſt diſputes it ? 

Bur, alas! we need not look back ſo far as the 
times of the Jewiſh Church for pregnant [nſtances z 
our own Chronicles will tell us,that whileſt the Kings 
of England were Slaves to the Pope, fo dull and ſor- 
tiſh, 10 eafie and pliable were the People, as to be 
ſo too :- and fince our Princes have jultly ſhook off 
the Roman Yoke, the SubjeFGs have generally been, if 
not ſo Religiows, yet ſo Conformable, as to become 
Proteſtants too, | 
Tell 
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Tell me, Sits, if the Rowan Rehigion be good, why 
did the Prople of England caſt it off * but it the Ro- 
man Religion be ſtark naught, as certainly 'tis, why 
did the People of England ever own it > Doubtleſs 
theſe General and ſudden Turns of Religion, theſe V- 
wiverſal and Epidemical Changes of our Faith and 
Worſhip, which do not atiſe from any mature Del;- 
beration and new Convi#ions, are evident Demonſtra- 
tions, that men #4ke xp or lay down their Religion juſt 


as they do their Faſhion 5 'tis this or that according. 


as the Coxrt thinks fit to alter :- as if; to believe as the 
King believes,and to doe as the King doeth, were a part 
of that Alegeance which we owe him.. 


But is this indeed to obey the great Command in 


my Text, Prove all things * 'Tis ſure, the Kings of 
England do not pretend, like that VUſ#rper at Rome, 
that they cannot erre; nor Is it imagined by any,that 


there is any more Tefa//ibility annexed tothe Prince's: 
Throne then to the Pope's Chair, No 5: we are re- 


quired, and deeply concerned too, to examine the 


Grounds of that Religion which the King's Laws do- 


eſtabliſh: and if we find, as upon ſtrict Search we 
certainly ſhall,that the preſent:Religion of our Church, 
commended. to us by the Kings own Example, and 
confirmed by his Laws, is warranted by the ord of 


God, by the Canons of Ancient Conncils, by the joint 


Teſtimony.of the Primitive Fathers, and many. recei- 
ved Confeſſions of Faithz let us then bleſ7 our God, 
that we have as yet a Prince who ſtyles himſelf, real- 
ly xs, and declares his reſolution to cortinne, the De» 


fender of that Faith which, paſt all peradvertures is- 


truly Ancient and Apoſtolicall, 
II. Confider what abundant cauſe we haveto be 
jealous of that Religion which will by zo means ſab- 
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-4it to this great Command in the Text, which fears 
to be examined, and dares not ſtand the Teſt. 
Certainly, we have all the reaſon in the wor1d to 
ſuſpe& that Religion which doth ſo manifeſtly ſuſ- 
pe@t t ſelf. *Tis a great Argument that a man doth 
doubt his Caxſe and queſtion its werit , when he 
ſheweth himſelf exceeding loath to come toa Trial: 
and 'tis a ſhrewd lign that Fares are corrupt and 
naught, when they are produced and ſhewed onely 
inthe dark, What our Bleſſed Savionr (Joh. 3.21.) 
ſaith of Perſons, may fitly be ſaid of Religions too He 
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be mate manifeſt, The man that 1s honeſt, veriuows 
and learned , doth rather hope then fear to be ſear- 
ched into : but he that conſtantly Jurks in corners, 
and walks under a diſzuiſe, doth give the world ſut- 
ficient ground to ſuſpect that he is ſome broken 
Bankrupt or Krave, Tis thus with Religions too : 
That Religzor which dares appeal to the Tribunal of 
Godand man 3 that Religion which deſires to be exa- 
mined by Scriptures, Councils and Fathersz that Re- 
ligion which doth publickly expoſe all its No@rines, 
and doth not onely a/ow all its friends, but provokes 
its utmoſt ewe-rzes, to ſift and try them 3 'tis eafte to 
think that ſuch a Religion is ſound, right and true : 
'tis. fall weight, that fears not the Scales; and right 
zzetall,that doth not dread the Tonchſtone. 

But now, if there be ſuch a Aeligion found with- 
in the Church that 1s jealows of it ſelf, that fears its 
own Proſelytes, that dares not endure the Scrutiny, no 
not of its ow# friends; have we not a ſufficient rea- 
ſon to ſ#ſpe# it? Now, ſhall I tell you 2 ſuch is the 
Keligion of the Roman Church, which dares not ſuffer 
Its own Members fo much as once to peep into the 

Bible. 
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Bible,leſt perhaps that clear and Sacred Glaſs ſhould 


immediately repreſent, even to vulgar eyes.thole forl, 
and by them as yet »ndiſcerned,Spots,which that cor- 
rupt and ſcabby Religion hath upon its Face. I re- 
member, Chemmitizs, who hath ſomewhat narrowly 
enquired into the Coxncil of Trext, and diſtovered 
to the world the zakedneſs of their Decrees, is, for 
that very Reaſon, ſtyled, not a Saxcy fe/ow, but a 
down-right Heretichz and ſo, for making ſome con- 
ſiderable Inquiſition into their Religion, was thought 
to deſerve at leaſt their Great one. | 
As for the Religion of the Reformed Church , *tis 
otherwiſe with us3; the examination of our Doc- 
trines is not onely alowed, but requiredtoo: we put 
the Scales into your hands, and bid you wezghthem 5 
we ſet the Toxchſione before your eye, and bid you 
iry them 3 we tranſlate, we print, we put the Bible 


into your boſom, and bid you thence examine what - 


our Church doth hold, what our Aſiniſtersdo preach, 
. and what you your ſelves muſt believe and doe. I can 
tell you,this fair dealing tis not to be found at Rome © 
no5 there the Holy Bible, that dangerous Book, mult 
be withheld. And the truth is, though there be 
Sin and Sacrilege in their fo doing, yet there is a great 
deal of Craft and Policy too : for where the Cauſe is 
naught, if there be ſome material Witneſs whoſe Te- 
ſtimony will certainly overthrow it, if he cannot be 
bribed, 'tis great Prudence to remove him out of the 
way. And thiscourſe takes the Roman Charch); *tis 
that miſerable Shift which a bad Cauſe drives them 
to3 whatever comes of it, the Scriptures mult be 
withdrawn: for, ſhould they permit their people to 
peruſe them, they have juſt cauſe to fear that, at 
firſt ſight, they would diſlike ſuch and ſuch gaiofull 
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Dodrines; and, upon a ſerious review, abjure them 
quite, And upon this ſcore do they find them- 
ſelves neceſlitated, as to withdraw the Bible, fo like- 
wiſe baſely to corrapt the molt Ancient Conrcils and 
Fathers; acting, methinks, like ſome &4naviſh Mer- 
chant, who ſells bad Wares, and that by falſe Weights 
and Meaſures, and therefore is concerned to ſee that 
there be no Standard near him. 

What is the great Axiome of the Roman Church, 
Eſtizs, a Friend, Champion, and Son of theirs, doth 
thus inform us, (2.Theſ.5.21.) Tenendum quod tenet 
Eccleſia 3 What the Church believes, what the Church 
requires,i.e. whatever the Pope and his Council thinks 
fit, that, and ozely that, without more adoe, muſt be 
believed and done. *Tis evident that they require 
little more of their Proſelztes then a bare implicit 
Faith, and a blind Obedience. And that they ground 
upon this fond Prefumption and rotten Principle, 
That their Councils, at leaſt if confirmed by the Pope, 
cannot erre 3 how viciows loever the Pope may bein 
his Converſation, yet when he fits iz: Cathedra, in his 
Chair, he muſt be T-fal/ible in his Judgment (till : as if 
the Golden Mitre and triple Crown, which adorn his 
Head, muſt needs 7»ſpire it too. 

But if theſe things be ſo indeed, what need they 
fear the ſevereſt Trial? If Councils cannot erre, what 
need they fear the ſtricteſt Search? If the Pope be 
really Izfa//ible,what need he dread the cloſeſt Scru- 
tiny? Search the Scriptures, ſaith Chriſt himſelf to 
all his Hearers : Search not the Scriptures, faith his 
pretended Vicar and yet Infallible ® Try the ſpirits, 
ſaith the Apoſtle : Try not the ſpirits,ſfaith the Rowarr 
Biſhop 3 and yet Infallible £ Prove all things, ſaith Saint 
Paul: Prove nothing, ſaith the Succeſſour of Saint Peter; 
and yet Infalible 2 Noz 
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No; they manage a bad Cauſe that are afraid to 
ſee it opened. *T is not Religion and Conſcience, but 
Craft, Guilt and Fear, that make them withdraw the 
Bible,and ſo decline aTrial:for,had but the poor peo- 
ple thatlive under the Tyranny of Rome liberty,means 
and knowledge, to examine thoſe Do@&rines which 
now they are conſtrained to take wp upon Treſs; 
and were but the Princes of Europe, whom'the Pope 
hath ſometimes xſed, and (t;1] accounts, as his Slaves 
and Yaſſals, were they but once at leiſure to mind 
the things of God, and the Concerns of his Church 3 
would they but once zmpartially and throughly exa- 
mine matters of Keligion, and bring them to the 
Rule 3 we ſhould quickly ſee the Pope anmacked , 
Kings undeceived, and the whole Chriſtian world be- 
come Proteſtant. 

And as this ſhould be the ſ#bjeF of our earneſt 
Prayers ſo muſt the Duty required in the Text be 
the »#atter of our Obedience too ; what the Proteſtant 
aſſerts, what the Papiſt pretends, examine both. The 
Grand difference betwixt us and them lieth in #hezr 
affirming, and our denying, the DoFrines of Infallibi- 
Iity, Tranſubſtantiation,Purgatory, Indulgencies,Invo- 
cation of Saints, Adoration of Images, works of Me- 
rit and Supererogation, &C. | 

Now if any of theſe, or the like Doftrines, ſhall 
be commended to you by the plauſeble Tnſinuations of 
ſome ſubtle Feſxit, O remember what my Text com- 
mands, Prove a// things s bring them to your Bibles 3 
bring them to your Miniſters; bring them tothe Re- 
verend and Learned Biſhops of our Church, thoſe that 
are now alive, or thoſe that are gone, but have left 
behind them ſuch excellent Books which our Adver- 


ſaries can never anſwer. And if you find, as upon a 
v4 EF 9 due 
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due examination you certainly will that your Bibles 
do contradict their Tements; if it appear that our 
Chrift and his Apoſiles are againſt #heir Pope and his 
Councils 3 if our Divines have ſatisfa@orily anſwer'd 
whatever theirs have ſophiſtically objefed it we can 
produce ſuch Teſtimonies of Scripture,as t) any wiſe 
and impartial Judge ſhall appear ſufficient to prove 
our Doctrines, and diſprove theirs 3 if it ſhall be evi- 
dent, that the Reformed Religion is the onely Religion 
. which Chriſt brought into the world : let me then 
allude to the words of Elijah, 1f God be God, then 
follow him; If our preſent Religion be right, let us 
then embrace and own it ſtill. Remember that, for 
the defence of our eſtabliſhed Religion, we do, in ſome 
caſes, appeal! tothe common Senſe of all Mankind 3 
in other caſes, we appeal to ſound Reaſon; and in al 
caſes, we appeal to the writter Word of God. And 
if ſo, if our own Senſes, which we traſt without all 
jealouſie in other Concerns , do not deceive us in this, 
which is the airs it all that Reaſor, which God 
hath given us to diſtinguiſh an from a Brute, hath 
not left us nay, if the Word of God, which 1s infal- 
lible in it ſelf, and as it 18 expounded by the moſt an- 
cient, unprejudiced and wiſeſt Conncils and Fathers, 
cannot failusz we may conclude, that our Religion 
is trxe,right and good : and lince 'tis ſo,let us xrnchan- 
geably reſolve to profeſs, defend and maintain it even 
for ever. And if perhaps the defence thereof ſhall 
coſt us dear; yet remember, whatever we expend 
in t/75 matter, 'tis beſtowed upon that God who wel 
deſerves it : ſhould it coſt us our Eſtates, our Libers 
zies. our very Lives 3 ( which, wetruſt, the mercy 
of our God, and the Conſtancy and Care of our 
8 OVEREIGN, will ſtill prevent; yet m— 
er, 
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ber, there is no charge that can be #oogreat, which 
is beſtowed upon a Bleſſed Jeſus and an immortal 
Soul. 


The Second Dofrine, 


That after an impartial and ſtri& Enquiry,thet Reli- 


gion, and onely that, which proves to be good, right and. 
true, mſi be ſtoutly aſſerted, conſtantly retained, and. 


held faſt for ever. See why upon 3 Accounts. 

I. Tolet goe a Religion that is good, is matter of 
Sig. *Tis the great Command of God in the Text, 
:7i;47% , Hold faſt that which is good. *Tis that which 
Saint Paul preſleth again,( Heb. 10. 23.) Let ws hold 
faſt the profeſſzon of our faith. 'Tis that which Chriſt 
commands from Heaven, ( 4poc.3.L1.) Hold faſt that 
which thou haſt. We have Precept upon Precept:: 
God is ſo jealows of his Name, and ſo much concerned 
for his Religion, that he gives us ove Command after 
another,that he may the more oblige us not to quit it. 

And certain it 1s, we may, with as little Offexce to 
Heaves, with as little Tajary to our Neighbours and 
with as little Prejudice to our ſelves, make bold with 
many other Commands, as with this. Tis not to be 
diſputed, bi t we may with leſs Gailt become falfe to- 
Man then treacherous to God tis ſafer to provea 
Thief, then to prove an Apoſtate « we may With grea- 
ter Innocence (quander away any thing that is ozr 
own or other mens, then that Religion of God, which 
he hath committedto.our Truſt, and that with this ſe- 
vere IzjundGion, even as if it-werc a Jewel/ of his 
Crown, Hold it faſt. But, 

2. To let goea Religion that 18 good, is matter of 
Shame and great Difhononr. 

And 
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And here, methinks, if we are not ſo good Chri- 


ſtians, as to value the Commands of God; yet we 


ſhould be ſo much zen, as to reſpeF our own Reputa- 
tion and Credit : if we will not hold faſt our true 
Religion for fear of Sin; yet let us do it for fear 
of Shame, To renounce that Faith that's right and 
ſound, is not onely to diſobey our God, but to re- 
proach and vilifie our ſelves too. There 1s no Pre- 
tence to be named, no 470tive to be imagined , for 
our caſting off the trxe Religion, but Diſhonour and 
Shame attends it. See this in 4 Particulars. 

I. There are ſome perſons that forſake the true 
Religion barely for want of Diſcretion, Judgment, 
Knowledge, and better Abilities to defend it, 

Certainly, Imprudence, Ignorance and Weakneſs of 
underſtanding is a great reproachto any man what- 
ever, but eſpecially to ſuch as want no means to in- 
form themſelves much -better. So thought Saint 
Paul, (1 Cor. 6.5.) I ſpeak 10 your ſhame : Is it ſo, 
that there is not a wiſe man among you? The exprel- 
ſion js tart, and it clearly imports, that there is 
ſcarce a greater reproach to Humane nature, but 
much more to the Members of the Chriſtian Church, 
then the defe# of Prudence and the want of Under- 
ſtanding. *Tis the exerciſe of Reaſon that makes us 
212; and the more we fail in this, the more do we 
degenerate into Bruter. 

And thus ſtands the caſe with every man that 
parts with a true Religion barely becauſe he is not 
able to maintain it. Wholoever manageth the bez- 


- ter Canſe, and yetis baffled, doth plainly diſcoverto 


his Adverſary, and way juſtly aſſure hz»/elf, that he 
wants a great deal of his Reaſon, and therefore is ſo 
much the Jeſs a Marr. True itis, to be overthrown 
and 
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and worlſted in the Patronage of a bad matter is no- 
thing elſe but to be happily beater, with ſafety and 
great advantage : but, on the other hand, if our 
Huarrel be good, and yet we are foiled; if we fland 
on the higher Ground, but cannot keep it 3 'tis not the 
Cauſe, but its ſorry Champion,that muſt be blamed. 

And that's our caſe this day inthe defence of our 
Religion. We have all Advantages on our ſide; 
the beſt and moſt Azcient Councils, the univerſal Prac- 
tice of the Primitive Church, the Teſtimony of the Fa- 
thers for ſix hundred years together,and,that which 
15 more then all, the wratter Word of God, which is 
the onely Riele to ſerve God by, are certainly for us. 
And if ſo, what a diſhowonur would it be, if any of us, 
for want of £ki/ to uſe theſe Weapons which God 
hath put into our hand, ſhouid ſuffer His Religion as 
well as ours to receive a blow and be defeated £ What 
would become of our ARepxtation , ſhould we ſuffer 
ſome crafty Jeſnit,by meer Sophiſtry and Fallacies,to 
captivate our Reaſon, and to lead us with pop and 
triumph, as (0 many Priſoners rather then Proſelytes, 
to Rome £ What would the world ſay,ſhould we fuf- 
fer the beſt Religiomthat it ever ſaw to be loſt, not by 
Force and violence, but mere Frauds and Cheats 2 
ſhould we ſuffer it to be,, not extorted from us for. 
want of (tronger Arms3 but ſurprized and ſtole, ſor 
want of clearer eyes and better brains £ 

It would be indeed a great Vnhappineſs ( but that 
we need not fear, ſince our Proteſtant Prifice reſolves 
to defend it and us) to loſe our Religion by Force 
and violence: but to ſurrender it our ſelves, through 
the curning Pretences of our Adverſaries and our owe, 
groſs Miſtakes, were, methinks, the fonler Diſgrace.. 
The Honoxr of mandoth not. lie in his Szreweth,but in. 
his: 
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his Prudence-: nor is it our Diſcreazt to have feeble 
Hands,but weak and.impotert Heads. And certain it is, 
fince God hath given us an wnderſtanding Heart, and 
ſince that Underſtanding of ours hath no Employment 
ſo homourable as the Defence of our Faith, we cannot 
poſlibly bring upon our ſelves any greater Di/pa- 
ragement by any means imaginable, then by lutie- 
ring our ſelves to be baſely baffled, even to the loſs 
of that Reaſor that makes us ex, and that Religior 
that makes us Sairts. 

2. There are ſome perſons that forſake the true 
Religion barely becauſe the Examples of other men, 
who doe lo to, invite them toit. 

That we are indeed obliged tofollow the Exam- 
ples of all good men,in all good things,there's nothing 
ſurer. Learn of me, ſaith our Bleſſed Saviour,(Matth. 
11.29.) and,Be ye followers of me, as T am of Chriſt, 
ſaith the great Apoſile,(1 Cor.1 1.1.) But,alas ! in ſtead 
of following the example of Chriſt, who, to the loſs 
of his bloud,witneſled a good confeſiion ; in ſtead of 
following the ex«ple of Saint Paul, who proved a 
Aartyr tor that Religion which he ownedz we tread 
inthe ſteps of J«lzar, that baſe Apoſiate : perhaps 
we lee ſuch and ſuch a zeighbour, one that hath the 
rame of a Scholar, one that hath the repute of a Relz- 
giows and Charitable perſon, we ſee even ſuch an one 
change his Religion; and , upon that account , we 
think fit to doe fo too. 

But te]l me, Sirs, is it not a haze for perſons that 
have their wits about them,to make the examples of 
other men their great or onely Motive to caſt off 
their preſent Religion, and embrace a new one ? *Tis 
no new thing for ſuch and ſuch Profeſlours, who 
make great ſhews of Religion, and paſs in the world 
for 
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for regl Saints.to prove mereJxeglers,and,uponevery 
ſmall occaſion, to rermonnce their Faith. The Evan- 
gelift tells us, (John 6.66.) Many of his diſtiples went 
back , and walked no more with him : lome little of- 
fence they took at his DoG&rine, and away they mar- 
ched, and that by Troupe, Well 3 what faith our 
Blefled $aviour concerning this > The next words 
tell us, Jeſs ſaid unto the Twelve, Will ye alſo go a- 
way ? Therels a conſiderable number of my Di- 
ſciples fala off and gone 3 but what then? ſhall zheir 
example encourage you to be gone too? We reade 
that Saint Peter himſelf, that otherwiſe brave and 
gallant Perſon, was ſo far prevailed with as to deny 
his Lord; but what of that? is Peter's example a (ut- 
ficient warraynt for the other Diſciples to dexy him 
too? 

What it is that moves ſuch and ſuch a perſon to 
alter his Religion , we are not ſure 3 whether he doe 
it from falſeand rotter Principles, whether he doe it 
to baſe and anworthy Ends, whether he be not chea- 
zed in his Judgment, and merely treparned of his 
Faith, we cannat tell: and yet ſhall we be /ike him ? 
Nay more, 'tis poſſible that men may prove (uch 
great Diſ/emblers,as,for ſome by end or other, to en- 


ter upon ſome xew Profeſſiozn, and yet reſerve their 


former Judgment (till 3 'tis poſſible for men to a& as 
Proſelztes to a new Religion, and yet inwardly to ap- 
prove their old one ſtill: and yet ſhall we be /ike 
them ? 

Noz the Alteration of our Religion is a thing of 
weight and moment 3 ſuch weight and ſuch moment, 
that we cannot ſafely doe it without better grounds 
then any #2an's Example can afford us. *Tis dange- 
rous for us to take our meaſures from other _—_ 
whoſe 
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whoſe weak Abilities to defend their Religion,or wic- 
hed Intentions \n leaving it, wedo not know. What 
though ſuch and ſuch perſons, whether profare,or ig- 
orant, or hypocritical, are become Papiſis, and have 
now |< ft our Church £ (ſhall we theretore leave our 
Mother's boſome to0? (hall we alſo ſhew our ſelves to 
be in the number of thoſe rottew Leaves, that drop 
one after another, till the poor Tree that bore them 
be left quite naked? No); if we are indeed Chriſt's 
real and faithful Diſciples, whatever becomes of 0- 
thers,whatever contrary Examples may lie before and 
tempt us, yet let us vigoroully hold faſt our moſt ho- 
ly Faith - it we are indeed Chriſt's Flock though per- 
haps the Goats may rove and wander, yet let a, as 
becomes his Sheep indeed, keep cloſe within that ex- 
ce'lent Paſture where he himlielf hath in mercy pla- 
cedus. Surel am, the Roman Church, if a Church it 
be, 'tis not like oxrs3 and why then ſhould any foo- 
liſh Examples induce us to make a Change * We 
would not tread in any man's ſteps that ſhould lead 
us to thoſe dangerows Precipices, where he mult needs 
hazard his own neck and ours too, 

Well; that's the caſe : the Rowan Religion, if it 
be not certainly damnable,yet 'tis very dangerows (ure; 
'tis more dangerous to all xew comers then to moſt of 
its #ative Profeſſours.W hat hazard the Proſelyte runs, 
our Bleſſed $avioxr doth thus inform us, ( Matt. 23. 
I5.) Te compaſs ſea and land to make one Proſelyte 3 
and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the 
child of Hell then your ſelves. 'T1s certainly thus with 
every beſoited Soul,that forſakes the Reformed Reli- 
gion wherein he was bred, and becomes a Proſelyte to 
the Roman Church ; his Crime 1s higher, and hi> Dan- 
ger 18 more : and it ſo, ſhall avy Examplelead you thi- 
ther? 
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ther? Tell me, ſhall we imitate the poor Sheep, not 
in their T-rocencc, but in their Fol{y # ſhall we act like 
that ſil/y Flock, which follows the Bel weather, even 
although he lead them into the brzars that tear, or 
into the ditch that drowns them? Remember, the 
Church of England, that hath brought us forth, is well 
able tomurſeand breed us too ; the Xother that hath 
born us wants no breaſts tofeed us : and it ſo, why 
ſhould we ſuffer our ſelves to be ſeduced by any 
fond Examples, to leave our own Dam, and ſuck a 
ſtranger's dug; and ſuch a dug too,as runs with Pozſor 
11 ſtead of Milk? *: | 
3. There are ſome perſons that forſake the true 
Religion, and take up a falſe, barely becaule that De- 
bauchery, and thoſe Yices which they will not leave, 
do ſo incline them. 
'Tis not onely the weak Head, but the wicked 
Heart ; 'tis not onely the depraved Judgment,but the 
depraved Converſation too, that makes a great- Alte- 
ration, and that for the worſe, in ſome mens Religion. 
Our $aviovr indeed hath told us, (att. 21.31.) The 
Publicans and Harlots go into the Kingdom of God. It 
ſeems by this expreſſion, that many wicked perſoxs of 
thoſe times changed their Religion, and became Pro- 
ſelyres to the Chriſtian Faith. But witha]l, certain 
It 18, that theſe perſons who thus changed their Rel;- 
gion did change their Converſation too as they came 
off from their Judaiſm in Profeſſion, ſo they came off 
from their Heatheni(ſnz in Pradiee too ; they came 0- 
ver to a Relrgion that was ſo far from al/owing their 
former Crimes hat it did both commmandand helpthem 
to leave them. 

Thus ſtood the caſe in our $avzoxr's time 5 but 
how is it in ours? Wehear ſomctimes of perſons, 
G 2 and 
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and great ones too,that are altering their Religionzbut 
what is their »-otive? Is it becauſe their preſent Faith 
is unſound and naught 2 is it becauſe they deſign to 
embrace a betterReligion,and to lead much better lives? 
Alas! there is no ſuch matter : but, their preſent Re- 
ligion is too rice and tender for them 3 the Church of 
England doth not alow men their wanton Miſtreſſes, 
their painted Jezebels, their perfumed Concubines; we 
dare not teach that Fornication and Whoredome are 
but tr3vial fins, and may upon eaſie terms be bought 
off at pleaſure. Nos. the Ga/arts of our Age, that 
reſolve to goe on in ſin,do find the Reformed Religion 
too ſtrict for their unreformed lives : and, upon that 
ſcore, there's no Church tor them like that of Kome. 
That's a pleaſing Religion indeed, that grants a pub- 
lick allowance of Stews; that's a welcome Religion 1n- 


| deed, that ſets but an eaſfe rate upon Triquity : andif 


perhaps the Przeſ# (hall be ſo rigid and ſour, as, upon 
Confeſſion, to impoſea Perarce, 'tis commonly ſuch 
as ſhall not balance the pleaſure of the Siz; or, if 1t 
do, there's an Indulgence to be had, even ſuch a Par- 
don, and that upon eaſffe terms, as ſhall ſecure the 
Sinner ( fo they tell him ) not ovely from the Cla- 
monrs Of his foul and guilty Conſcience, not onely 
from the preſent -Cenſures of the Church, but from the 
pains of Purgatory, yea and of Hel/ too. 

But tell me, Sirs, ſhall we change our Religion up- 
on ſuch a ſcore asthis 2 What ſhame? what diſho- 
rour would it bring us 2 Shall the world juſtly ſay, 
that ſuch and ſuch a perſon hath /ef# his Religion 
barely becauſe he would not /cave his Sin 2 ſuch 
and ſuch a man is become a Papiſt, becauſe he re- 
ſolves to live like a Beaſt 2 But, by the way, though 
men are determined to 7#»lge their corrupted _—_ 

an 
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and ſo far togratifie their Laſts, as for their ſakes to 
alter their Profeſſion 3 yet, methinks, as they ſhame 
themſelves, ſo they do not much oblige their wew Re- 
ligion, by making it to be thought their Bawd. *Tis 
ſure, that #rze Religion doth aggravate-and greaten 
Sin; but what Religion then is that, which doth not 
onely extenuate and mince, but even invite it too ? 
True Religion (ides with Heavens but O curſed Reli- 
ion that takes part with He/, and courts men thi. 
ther! Well then; let Rome applaud her (elf and 
triumph, as (he pleaſe, inthe Acceſs of ſuch Proſelytes 
as repair to her expeCing from her the Patronece 
of their Yices 3 tis the great honour of our Church, 

that its DoTrines and Laws are too ſtrid for ſuch Of- 
fendours. And, doubtleſs, that ſignal Holineſs of our 
Religion, which moves ſuch notorious Tranſgreſſours 
to rezounce and leave it, doth lay the ſtronger obli- 
gation upon every man that is good, to embrace, de- 
fend; and bold it ſalt. *T'is a main proofthat our Re- 
lizion 1s from God, that it abbors every-Vice, crieth 
down every Sin, and exacts from us pare Hearts and 
holy Lives. And if upon that very ſcore we do not 
like it, the more is our ſhame, becauſe 'tis an infal- 
lible ſign that we have not in us the Fear of God, no 
nor the Reaſon of Men. For, doubtleſs, that perſon 
35 ſo far from being a Chri/izar, that he is worle then 
a Brite > who, by caſting off his Religion barcly be- 
cauſe *tis ſiriF, declares tothe world, and mult.needs 
aſſure þi:ſelf, that he loves ſome curſed Luſt better 
then an 7-a#ortal Soul; that he chuſeth rather to 
ſerve his Sinthento ſerve his God. 

4. There are ſome perſons who quit a Religionthat's 
good, and. take up one that's navght, becauſe ſome ſe- 
cular Intereſt invites them to it... See this in 2 Par- 
ticulars 3 I, The 
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I. The hopes of Profit, Preferments. Honours, ſome 
worldly Advantage or other, doth prevail ſometimes, 
with ſuch and ſuch perſons, to alter their Religion,and 
that for the worſe too. 

'Tis very poſlible that, at ſoze times and in ſoxe 
places, a man's Religion may ſtand berwixt him and 
his gaiz,betwixt him and ſome conliderable Advarce- 
ment in the world: In this caſe the man perhaps for 
a while may be ata ſtand he diſputes with himſelf, 
whether 'tis better to gratifie his Conſcience or his In- 
tercſt. But at length the temptation prevail»: he thinks 
it better to ſerve himſelf then þ7s Maker : and to part 
With his preſent Religion, rather then with his preſent 
Hopes. I remember what a Complaint Saint Paul 

makes of thisto Timothy, (2 Tim.4.10.) Lemas hath 
forſaker me. But wha: moved him thus to forlake 
his friezd and his Religion buth at once? The ac- 
count is this, having loved this preſent world T he Sin- 

"ner conſiders, that the main Kewards of Religion, 1f 
there be any ſuch chings, do lie eljcwhere,and are but 
In Aeverſion 3 yea but the WForld hath ſomething for 
him 3» hand « and this Conſideration fempts and over- 
comes O how many Souls ! 

And with this kind of Yermin doth the Roman 
Church bait her Hooks, aid catch her moſt confide- 
rable Fiſh. "Tis well known that ſome learned men 
of our Nation have now and then deſerted our 
Church,and run away to Rome + but what ſhould be 
the matter? what drives men hence, and what invites 
them thither ® Alas ! the Church of England, how 
well ſoeverit ſeem provided, yet it hath been fo cxr- 
tailed and pinched, that it hath not an Eftateleft for 
every Sor: *tis otherwiſe at Rome their onaſteries 
are flouriſhing, their Abbies are fat, their Biſhopricks 

are 
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aremnmerows and richz and, what is more, what Hy- 
pocrize wvuld not be encouraged by the hopes of a 
Cardinal's Cap, and the poſſibility of a TripleCrown £2 

C: rtain it is, ſo direfull are the effe&s of Diſcon- 
zent and Pride, and ſo inviting are the Promiſes of 
ſome ſecular and great Advantage, that men who 
grow too ſenſible of their own Parts and Aterits, 
from their wart of Prefermentsat home,and their hopes 
thereof abroad, will even quit their Religion, forſake 
their other's boſome, and accept the Embraces of 
that Roman Whore, becauſe ſhe 1s better able to lap 
up in Scarlet. 

But is this indeed a ſufficient ground for the chan- 
ging of our Religion 2 doth it indeed make for our 
honour, to prove ſo having and fo mercenary, as to 
caſt off the true Service of God, and accept the De- 
vil's Drudgery,and that barely in hopes of tome better 
and preſent YVails £ Sure It 1s, the ature and prac- 
tice of true Religion is gentile and honourable ; and as 
ſure it is, the nature and praGice of Tdolatry and Sy+ 
perſiition is ſordid, baſe and vile: and if to, then, 
methinks, no #-genuow Soul, no man that pretends 
a noble Spirit, ſhould ever rejed the oze, or cloſe with 
the other, from an expeFation, though of the grea- 
teſs Advantage which the World can give, or man 
recetues 

Wherefore, my brethren, if this Temptation 
\hould ever chance to be laid in your way , ſhould 
the World invite you to a rew and falſe Religion by 
promiſing you this or that3 yet, I beſeech youz con- 
ſult your Credit,confult your Hoxoxr : remember, 'tis 
the Reformed Religion that you have eſpouſed and 
owned 3 a Religion ſo pure, {o chaſt, lo immaculate 


and undefiled,that *tis exceeding hard to find the leaſt 


Pre- 
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Pretenſe, but impoſſible to find any juſt Cenſe, to make 
: a Divorce betwixt it and you. And if ſo, 
Mom Hiſk. how unworthy an a& muſt it be to for- 

5946: 198 > ſakeandcaſt her off? How ignoble were 
it.ſhould we ſuffer our ſelves, like * Natalizs of old, 
to be corrxpted and baſely bribed into Apoſiaſy ? 
Were not this to tell mankind, that we preter Earth 
before Heaven, and value 2/4207 more then God 2 

2. The, fear of Perſecution, the dread of Suffering 
this or that for their Relig7on,ils another thing which 
prevails with many to quit a true, and take up a falſe. 

I remember Saint Jude doth thus command us, 
(verſe 3.) Contend earneſily for the faith, Diſpute 
for the Faith; but if that will not doe, die for it-: 
contend for the Faith with Arguments; but if theſe 
will not ſerve, contend with loud; not by ſpedding 
other mens, but by loſing your own. And thus-did the 
Martyrs of old contend for the Faith of Chriſt 3 and 
thus muſt we, if God ſopleaſe, and the Tizzes ſhould 
ſo require. Should welive to ſee our Religion likely 
toexpire, it ſhould expire within oxr boſomes; ſhould 
it come topaſs that our Religion muſt die, and breath 
its /aſtin our days, we can doe nothing that ts more 
noble, then die with it and for 1t. 

But, alas! where almoſt ſhall we find a man that 
hath ſo much kindneſ; for his Religion, as to ſuffer for 
its.ſake? Euſebixs tells us, ( Hiſt.1.6. c. 10.) that ma- 
ny Chriſtians,of whom Serapion, though a good man, 
was one, that did +» «e906 my, fall off in times of 
Perſecution. And that every Hypocrite would doe 
{o too, we cannot doubt, fince our Bleſſed Saviour 
hath thus foretold us, (A/att.13.21.) when Perſecn- 
tion ariſeth, by and by he is offended. Bonds and In- 
priſonment,Fire and Sword, fleſh and bloyd looks up- 
on as z#rtoward things to deal with. And 
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And yet I muſt tell you, that to decline Sufferings 
and make choice of Sir, to ſave our Liberties, Eſtates 
or Lives, with the loſs of Religion,is ſo diſhonourable, 
that it doth no way become us3 *tis an argument of 
an 7gnoble Soul, one that's far from that Galantry of 
Saint Panl, (AGs 21.13.) I an ready not onely to be 
bound, but alſo to die, &c. A Gaol, a Dungeon, a 
Croſs,he dreads them »ot; they are his Glory. See 
that expreſſion of his, (Gal.6.17.) I bear in my body 
the marks of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : yuan, the Scars, 
the Cicatrices, the marks of Chriſt; Bazifo, I bear 
thera « but how? *x 05 goprie, dn ws Term, (aith Saint 
Chryſoſtom 3 not as burthens, but as Trophees and En- 
ſigns of Honour. 

And certainly, if it be indeed ſuch an Howonur to 

ſuffer for a good Religion, what a ſhamefull a& muſt 
it be, through Fear and Cowardiſe, to diſown and 
quit it 2 Methinks the perſon that doth it muſt needs, 
in his own apprehenſions, ſhould the world ſay no- 
thing, eſteem himſelf unworthy, ſordid, baſe. Euſe- 
bizs tells us, (Hiſt. 1.5.c.10.) that thoſe poor-ſpirited 
Souls, who for fear of ſuffering denied their Faith, 
were mos 4300s dyano, dejeed, caſt down, full 
of ſhame. And well they might indeed for there 
isno Coward ſo baſe as he that quits the field,and runs 
away, even then when the ©zarrel is God's. And 
the truth is, one would think that a little Courage 
might ſerve our turn, and excite us to ſuffer, though 
ſomewhat conſiderably, for that Religion which, if 
conſtantly exwbraced, owned and practiſed, will in- 
fallibly ſecure us from thoſe ſorer and moſt dread- 
full S»ferings which are reſerved for the fearful, 
the #nbelieving, the unworthy Apoſtate, and that for 


ever. | 
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3. Toletgoe a Religion that's good, is matter of 
ſtrange Impruaence, and the moſt deſperate Folly that 
can be. 

For, as amongſt that great variety of Gods which 
are adored by the ſeveral Nations of the world, 
there is onely oxe that's true s ſo amongſt that great 
diverſity of Religions which are embraced and ow- 
ned, there is onely oye that's good. And if ſo, if 
there be but one Faith that's ſound, 1f there be but 
one Iorſhip that's r:ght; then wholoever forſakes this 
one that's good, mult either take up rone,or one that's 
bad. 

But, tell me who can, what fol greater? To be 
of no Religion is to be worſe then Brutes; for even 
they, in therr kind, do pay ſome homage to their 1/a- 
ker : and toexchange a tre Religion for a Falſe, 1s 
to become more ſi/y thena Child. See how ſmart]y 
Saint Paxl takes up the Galatians upon this very 
ſcore, (Gal.3.1.) 0 fooliſh Galatians, who hath bewit- 
ched you £ The Text imports, that whoſoever parts 
with a good Religion, and takes up a worſe, 1s like a 
man bewitched, ſirangely beſotted, one that bath 
quite loft his brains, and (heweth himſelf a meer babe 
again, | 
, "wil itis, an Infart may be ſo fooliſh, as to ex- 
change Gold for glitterivg Counters, and Pearls for 
pretty Babies; but will any wan, that hath his wits 
about him, doe ſo too? Well; falſe Religion,even 
in its richeſt dreſs, is no more then a gandy Baby - 
though it may ſeem ſomewhat powpows, and thereby 
take ſome vain and inconſiderate perſons3 yetin it 
ſelf *tis but a pitzfull and worthleſs thing : what Yar- 
iſh loever is ſet upon it ,* what fine Shews ſoever it 
makes, yet what it is, Saint Pay/ really tells us, 
(1 Cor. 
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(1 Cor.3. 12.) wood, hay. ſtubble. 'Tis hay,that's fit for 
none but beaſtsz tis wood and ſiubble, that's fit for 
little but the fire. Yea, but what's Religion that's 
irue ? 1s thatany thing better ? Yea, the ſame Text 
ſtyles that Gold, Silver, Precious ſtones. Tis a thing 
of uſe, tis a thing of vale: and if ſo, an exchange of 
ſuch a true Religion for a falſe would be, not xg/2«« 
xaax&4vy, an exchange of Go/a,not for Braſ7,but meer 
Droſs ; an exchange of Silver,not for Lead,but Dirt. 
Sure we are, whoſoever exchangeth the ozely good 
Religion for any bad one, doth exchange God 
for an 7dol, Heaven for He/: and what a wiſe Bar- 
gain were this! *Tis ſuch a Bargain as no man can 
make, but he muſt at leaſt adventure the ſore wrath 
and higheſt diſpleaſure of God. 

'Tis a dreedfull exprefiion that of the Apoſile , 
(Heb.10.38.) If any man draw back : what's that? ſ# 
fide abjiciat,it he caſt off the true Faith: what then? 
#y ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. Such a man, 
without a ſerious and timely repentance, (hall ſuffer 
the juſt I,dienation of God, poſſibly in this world, but 
certainly in the next. 

Tis ſach a Conſideration as doth mightily oblige 
us, in the defence of our ſelves as well as Truth, to be 
conſtant to our Religion, whatever it coſt us. Tis 
a great deal that we can doe ſometimes to avoid the 
wrath of man © we dare even ſin, we betray our Rea- 
ſon, we wonnd our Conſcience; and all this to eſcape 
the diſpleaſure of man. But if the wrath of 22x, who 
is but a Form, be dreadfull ; the wrath of hizz who 
is the ſtrong and jealows God 1s ſo much more. Man's 

rongeſt Arm is nothing to God's little Finger : the 
hardeſt blows, the heavieſt ſtroaks , the very utmoſt 
that 2zan can inflict, is not to be named with one 
H 2 angry 


The Triall of Religions ; with 
angry word, with one ſour look, one frown from 
Heaven. 

Well then, here lieth the Apoſtate's Folly : to pa- 
cifie or pleaſe a man, he provokes a God to eſcape 
the ſting of a Paſp,he throws himſelf into the Eagle's 
claws; to eſcape Man's wrath, he adventures and ſtirs 
up God's. Or, if perhaps he change his Religion in 
hopes of ſome Advantage, his Folly is the ſame ; be- 
cauſe ſuch hopes of earthly gain arelike to end in the 
ſad deſpair and loſs of Heaven. 

O let us then remember that concerning expreſ- 
fion of our Bleſſed Saviexr, ( Matt.10.33.) Whoſo- 
ever ſhall deny me before men, him will Talſo deny be= 
fore my Father, &c. That perſon who ſhall unwor- 
thily deny his Savior, his Truths, his Religion, before 
the Tribunal of Man, him will Chriſt diſown before 
the Judgment-ſeat of God; if we make that our Sim, 
Chriſt hath made that our dazger too: and if ſo. , if 
our Religion be good, what deſperate fools ſhall we 
ſhew our ſelves, if we do not hold it faſt ? 


Uſes. 


T. Conſider how much to blame thoſe perſons 
are who do not concern themſelves for that which is 
good, but molt ſtifly retain and reſolutely hold faſt 
that which is ſtark 2a»ght. 

That every debauched and viciows perſor doth ſo 
indeed, the caſe is plain : the notorious Offendour 
cannot but know that his preſent Conrſe of life is 
wicked, and yet he will not mend it 3 'tis impollible 
for the Sirrer to be ignorant, that his Adultery,For- 
nication, Drunkenneſs, Gluttony, Swearing, Cheating, 
and the like, are certainly evi] things, and yet - 
W1 
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will not /cave them. . Nor is it thus with vzciow per- 
ſons onely , but ſo ſtands the caſe with thofe that 
have taken up ſuch and ſuch falſe Religions too. 
Such is the perverſeneſs and obſtinacy of men, that, 
although it be but an eafie matter by ſtrength of Ar- 
gument to confte ſuch and ſuch a Papiſt, yet *tis a 
difficult task to covert and bring them off: ſo ſtiffe, 
reſolute and ſullen $ the poor deluded &vaker,that, 
although we produce the cleareſt evidences of Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon againſt their wild and extravagant 
Opinions , yet Where is. the man that- can reduce 
them 2? 

The truth is, ſo zzclinable to evil, ſo averſe from 
good, is the corrupted nature of man ; ſo great is the 
power of Education, (o conſiderable is the prevalence 
of Prepoſſeſſions and Prejudices, and To almoſt zrreſt- 
ſtible is the Tyranny of evil Habits and Cuſtomes; that 
when once a man hath z4k-n wp,and been wont to,ſuch 
and ſuch Opinions or PraGices, how unhappy ſoever, 
tis an hard matter to prevail with him, even by the 
- ſtrongeſt Arguments,to charge his Religion or Courſe 
of life, though it certainly be ten thouſand times for 
the better. But what ſhould bethe Reaſon > what 
is it that makes the Sinner ſo reſolute and ſettled in 
his evil way, that no Argument can woe him ? Doth 
man indeed count it a diſbonour to exchange Vice for 
Veriue, Falſhood for Truth, that which is naught for 
that which is good 2 1s it indeed a reproach to our 
Jadgment, to acknowledge our former miſtake in the 
choice of a falſe Religion by our preſent embraces of 
atrue2 Certainly, there is that ſpiritual Pride in 
the heart of man, which doth mightily retard and 
with-hold him from recanting thoſe Errours which 


hitherto he hath vigorouſly maintained. Methinks 
it 
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it is with a ſt;ffe Se&tary in a bad Cauſe as with a ſtout 
Souldier in a good « though he ſee himſelf overcome 
and beaten, yet he will rather aze then yields rather 
then quit the ground whereon he ſtands, his dead Car- 
khaſſe (hall cover it : ſo here, there are ſome Papiſts, 
Hereticks and Se@aries in the world ſo ſettl?d upon 
their Lees, ſo dogged and reſolute in their Heterodox 
and falſe —wne"ag, Al that, although we beat them 
out of all their Holds, though we baffle all their Ar- 
guments, though we evidently prove the Soundneſ; 
of our Profeſſzon and Vanity of theirs; yet nunquan 
dimoveas, they are ſo far from renouncing their old 
Opinions, that they will rather die in them, yea, 
and hazard their being dammed too. Andiflſo, how 
well would it be both for ozr ſelves and the whole 
Church of God, if every good man and Orthodox 
Chriſtian would but hold Yertxe and Trath with that 
tenaciows , fixed and unſhaken Reſolution, where- 
with the Sinner and the SeFary do hold faſt Vice and 
Errour © 

II. Confider what abundant cauſe we have not 
onely to j#ſtifie the Innocence, but mragnifie the Piety, 
and applaud the Prudence, of thoſe worthy Perſons 
who were the Reformers of our Religion. 

What various Cenſures the Reformation of our 
Church lies under, 'tis perhaps no news to tell you : 
it lieth under the Cortradidion of ſinners, being bla- 
med, upon different accounts , both by the Papiſ# 
and SeFary too. The Papiſt blames our Church, as 
if we had laid aſide #00 much; the SeFary blames 
our Church, as if we had laid aſide too little : the one 
finds fault, that we have thrown away ſome things 
of theirs 3 and the other finds fault, that we have not 
thrown away ad. 

But 
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But ſuch was the F/iſedom of our firſt Reformers, 
and ſo great is the Pradence and Piety of our preſent 
Church, that they have juſtly thought themſelves 
leſs concerned in the corntradiGory and grouedleſs Ca- 
vils of men, then in the holy and juſt Commands of 
God. *Tis well known, that thoſe Learned and Piows 
Perſons who were firſt employed about this homou- 
rable Work were not men of Luther's hot and fiery 
ſpirit, they did not doe it with Precipitance, Raſhnels 
and Haſte,but with zzature Advice, Deliberation and 
Counſel]. 'Tis ſure enough, that they well knew and 
duly conſidered what my Text requires. Prove all - 
things; they did ſo: again, hold faſt that which zs 
good; they did ſo too. For the Roman Faith, which 
was thea the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Nation,being 
ſtrictly examzned in all its Points, and all its Do@rines 
and PraGices being exactly meaſured by the Rule, 
whatever was found to be crooked, erroneows, hetero- 
dox they caſt away but as for that which proved 
good, neceſſary or laudable, they (till retained it. 

And, methinks, this Conſideration alone ſhould 
be enough to take off that ſender Objection which 
ſome inconſiderate perſons are wont to make againſt 
our excelent Litnrgy, as 1f it were the worſe, becauſe 
derived, as they ſay, from the: Roman Aifſal, For 
what if the Reformers of our Religion took that very 
Book, which was then the Rule of Divine Service 
throughout the Kingdom, and after a ſerious Enqui- 
ry into all its Parts and Offtces,, razzd and blotted 
out whatever deſerved the Spange? ſhall we blame 
them, if, after they had thus proved a// things, which 
is the firſs Command inthe Text, they did alſo, in 0- 
bedience to the ſecond, hold faſt that which is good 


When Solomon was to build the Temple, I do _ 
n 
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find that he liked his Maferzals one jot the worſe be- 
cauſe they were fetcht from Hiram, who was a mere 
Pagan end an Taolatrow King: no3 the Cedars be- 
ing good, though preſented. by a. wicked hand, yet 
Solomon liked them, and ſo did God Almighty too. 
The caſe 1s much like ours: When thoſe eminent 
Perſons of our Nation, under the-happy Reigns of 
Edward the Sixth and Queen Elizabeth , had leave 
and opportunity to rebaild God's Houſe, and repair 
the wotull Raines of his Religion , their great care 
was to furniſh themſelves with good Materials, not 
much regarding whence they had them. Their bu- 
ſineſs was, not to ereF a wew Church, but mend an 
old one; and 1a ſo doing, they did no more then 
what is uſually done by thoſe perſons who are not fo 
much to bx#ld, as to repair. 

Put the caſe that a man take a ruinous houſe in 
pieces, with a delign to contrive and raiſe it better ; 
thall we condemn this man for a fool, if, throwing 
away whatever Sfozes and Timber prove to be 
2aught and rotten, he dowſe {uch old Materials as do 
appear firm and ſound even as new ones? Thus 
{ſtood the caſe with the Reformers of our Church, 
They were encouraged to mew mould that old Reli- 
gion which had been corrupted : well; they took 
It in pieces, they conſidered all its Partsz what- 
ever was raxrght and viciowzs they laid afide, but 
whatever was good they ſtil] retained : and whocan 
juſtly blame them? Pray tell me,if Gold be right.if it 
be cleanſed and ſcoured, what is it the worſe for be- 
ing foundupon a Darghil? And if the Liturgy of 
our Chxrcb be ſuch Gold indeed, if it be ſo well pu- 
rified and fo throughly reformed, that it exceeds all 
Liturgies beſides, what 1s it the worſe, if perbaps— 
ſome 


Cautions againſt Defeftion to the Roman. 


ſome parcels of it were borrowed from the ſame 
Rome from which, peradventure, (after the Invaſion 
_ of the Pagan Saxons) we recovered by the hand of 
Auſtin the Monk our very Bibles too > What our 
Concern is, my Text informs us, Prove all things ; 
ſearch,try, examine that Service of our Chxrch which 
our Reformers have recommended to us: and when 
once that's done, if we find it innocent, good and holy, 
here's our duty, Hold it faſt. 

IT. Conſider how much to blame thoſe perſons 
are, who out of 1gnorance or Debanchery,trom Hopes 
or Fears, or the prevalence of ſuch and ſuch Exam- 
ples, have deſerted the Reformed Religion, and em- 
braced the Roman Religion, (hall I ſay, or Swperſti- 
tion? Such perſons,in ſtead of obeying the great Com- 
mand of my Text, have moſt ſhamefully broke it 3 
in ſtead of holding faſi that which is good, they have 
very unworthily /et it goe. 

That the Reformed Religion 1s certainly good, that 
the Roman Religion, where it differs from oxrs.,is cer- 
tainly naught, many piows and learned Divines, of our 
own and other Churches, have proved by ſuch Argu- 
ments as the Pope and all his Conncils can never an- 
ſwer without Sophiſtry, and with SatisfaFHion, They 
have proved the Reformed Religion to be that very 
Religion which Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught the 
wortd z that Religzox which the molt Ancient and 
wiſeſt Councils ratified ; that Religion which the moſt 
early and judicious Fathers have confirmed; that 
Religion which Pagan Tyrants perſecuted 3 that Ze- 
ligion which enabled the Azartyrs with Comfort and 
Joy to kiſs the Stake and embrace the Flame; that 
Religion which teacheth man to ſerve his God, obey 
his Prince, and love his Nerghboxr, 

And 
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And if fo, if the Reformed Religion be indeed the 
Religion of God, whereas that of Rome, in many 
things, is but the mere Invention of man; if the Re- 
formed Religiou teach us the Worſhip of God alone, 
whereas that of Rome requires the Adoration of 
Creatures to05 if the Reformed Religion teach us to 
obey and honour even wicked Rulers, whereas that of 
Rome teacheth the dlepoſing and aſſaſſination of all 
Princes, how good ſocver, that do not pleaſe them 
if the Reformed Religion doth proteſt againſt the 
Breach of ſacred Oaths and other Sins, whereas that 
of Rome diſpenſeth with them 3 1n a word, if the Re- 
formed Religion be certainly good, and that of Rome 
ſtark raught : 1 beſeech you by all that tender re- 
ſpe& which you have for your Comfort in this world, 
or your Tatereſt in the next,by all that regard which 
you have for Chriſt and his Church,-tor the honour of 
God or the Soul of man, Be ſtedfaſt, be unmovabley 
be not treparned out of your Religion 3 be not ſur- 
prized nor cheated, nor yet be ſcared and frighted 
out of your moſt holy Faith. O remember what 
my Text commands , Held faſt that which 3s good. 
Why, Sirs, my ſoul for yours, your preſent Religion 
is ſuch 5 'tis good, 'tis holy ; 'tis a Religion that ad- 
vanceth Verine, and beats down Vice; tis a Religion 
that exalteth Chriſt, and layeth the Creature low 3 
*tisa Religion that pleaſeth God, and ſaves man © and 
if ſo, will you caſt zt off, and change it for a worſe £ 
Shall we be ſo much like #ſop s Dog, as to exchange 
Subſtances for mere Shadows £ Shall we be ſuch Na- 
turals and perfe@ Fools, as to exchange Pearls of va- 
lxe for ſplendid and gawad)y Trifles 2 
Its true indeed ,, the Keligion of Rome doth tran- 
ſcend and out-ſhine ours in external Pormp and bra- 
very 5 
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very-5 but what then? *tis'not this which zakes with 
God, and why ſhould it #ake with 22a 2 There 
is many a diflembling Hypocrite that makes a more 
glorious /1:w then the real Saintz the dirty Comets 
do outblaze the real Star « and yet ſhall welike them 
better? no; is not for men, but chzldree, to be ta- 
ken with Babies and Puppets. Secure your (elves, 
that the Religion of Rowe, though it be magnificent 
and pompows, yet 'tis naught; though it ſeem never 
ſo fair and fine, yet "tis rotten : be confident that if 
you charge, you change for the worſe; you cannot 
change, but you mult diſhonour God, and wndoe your 
ſelves, | tell you again, 'tis worſe, far worſe, to 
be made and turned a Papiſt, then to be bred one. 
The man that is ſo bred from his Intancy, though his 
caſe be dangerous enough, yet here is ſumething that 
extenuateth his $ia,he neither doth, nor, perhaps, for 
want of all better means, can 4now any thing that's 
better 3 and, upon that ſcore, as he may juſtly plead, 
ſo, peradventure, God may mercifully ſpare, his 
Tenorance. 

But however it fires with him; it will be worſe 
with that perſon who, being bred in the Reformed 
Church, where no means are wanting for his Confir- 
mation in the Proteſtant Faith, which he there em+ 
braced, doth notwithſtanding, upon this or that Pre- 
tence, caſt it off, tura Romaniſt, and thereby doth at 
once become an 7dolater and an Apoſtate tov. How 
God may deal with thoſe who are borz and bred in 
the Roman Church, that arc d:vout in their way, and 
think themiclves right, | cannot tel] ; but as for the 
Proteſtant, who might know, and yet is ignorant, if 
he be betrazed by that ſupine and inexcnſable Teno- 
rance of his, or tempted {ome otter way to the 
Change 
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' \Change of his Religion, his Sin is greater, his Shame is 


_ | greater, and his Danger isgreatert003 and ſo great, 


that *tis more then probable, that whoſoever doth 
thus remove from the Trxe Church of England to that 
Corrupted one of Rome,without a timely Repentence, 
and a ſerious Recantation, his next remove will be 
from Earth to Hel. 
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